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JOURNAL 



OP THE 



Mississippi STATE CONVENTION. 



MONPAY, Makcu 25, 18r>l. 

In obeHirncc to tVc pro^laTiation of the TTon. W. S. 
B-rrv, Fre$i eit of the Convcnfion of the Stnto of-MisNis- 
sipj.i. the Cr)iivon!ion re-ar^pomhlrd ;it the ri;i!l of the Hou-e 
of K«*)ncH(Mrutiviv, in the riry of J.ic.kson, -hi-* (hiy, at \1 
o'clock. M., Jind wa.< called to order l»y the J^-fvidenr. 

Upon a rail of the roll tifiy nine ni( nil)(.M\^ an^\ve^ed to 
their names. 

A quorum being present, the Convention proceeded to 
businex-s. 

The CoQvcntioa being informed that F. A. Pope, Esq,, 
the Secretary, was detained by sickness and would not be 
present. 
C-2 



/ 



Mr. Tison moved that the Oonyention go into a new 
election, and put in nomination W. W. Humphreys, of 
Columbus. 

Mr. Brooke nominated Mr. E, P. Russell, of Jackson. 

On motion of Mr. Dyer, the election was postponed until 
to-morrow. 

The President pre^nted-to Ji>e,Qonveation the ioUowing 
commimicationfromlhA^llji^.Jto*^^ President of 

the Convention of the Confederate States : 

Convention op the Conpbdebatb' States op Ambrioa, 
montgomeby, alabama, 
^ March 12th, 1861. 

Hon. W. S. Barry, ^ 

JAoasoN, Mississippi :— 



} 



Sir : I herewith transmit to you a certified copy of the 
Constitution of the Confc^derate States of America, as it 
was findly adopted by tihe unanimous vote of the Conven- 
tion, to be placed before the Convention over which you 
preside for its approval and ratification. 

It will be seen that the Convention here have conformod 
to the general wish of the people of these States, in adopt- 
ing a Constitution upon the general principles of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. The departures from the 
provisions of that instrument have been suggested by the 
experience of the past, and are intended to guard against 
the evils and dangers which led to the dissolution of the 
late Union. This Constitution is now submitted with con- 
fidence to the State Conventions for their action. 
Respectfully, 

HOWELL COBB, 
President of Convention of C. 8. A. 
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CONSTITUTION 



OP THE 



CONFEDERATE STATES. 



. We, the people of the Confederate States, each State 
acting, in its sovereigu and independent character, in Order 
to form a permanent federal government, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquility and secure the blessings of liber- 
ty to ourselves and to our posterity — ^invoking the favor 
and guidance of Almighty God — do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the Confederate States of America. . 

ARTICLE I. 

SfcCTION !• 

All legislative powers herein delegated shall be vested in 
a Congress of the Confederate States, which shall consist of 
a Senate and House of Representatives. 

Section 2. 

1. The House of Representatives shall be composed of 
members chosen every second year by the people of the sev- 
eeal States ; and the electors in each State shall be citizena 
of the Confederate States, and have the qualifications requi- 
site for electors of the most numerous branch of the State 
Legislature ; but no person of foreign birth, not a citizen of 
the Confederate States, shall be allored to vote for any of- 
ficer, civil or political, St&te or Federal. , 

2. No perdon shall be a B^resentotivd, who =$hall not 
have attained the age of twentjr-five years, iand b&a eitiieii' 
of the Confederate States, and who dhiall iro't, wh<»xlaleoted^ 
be an inhabitant of that State ixi ^\stf&L \Mb %afib^'^sfc 
chosen. - . 
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10. All bills appropriating money shall specify in federal 
currency the exact amount of each appropriation and the 
purposes for which it is made ; and Congress shall grant no 
extra compensation to any public contractor, officer, agent 
or servant, after such contract shall have been made or such 
service rendered. 

11. lS(p title pf nobility shall be granted by the Confeder- 
ate States ; and no person holding any office of profit or 
trust under them, shall without the consent of the Congress 
accept of any present, emolument, office or title of any Kind 
whatever from any king, prince or foreign State. 

12. Confess shall make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abriding the freedom of speech, or of the press ; or the right 
of tjie people peaceably to assemble and petition the govern* 
ment for a redress of giievances. 

13. A well regulated militia being necQSsary to the secu- 
rity of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. 

14. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent pf the owner ; nor in time of war 

' but in a maimer to be prescribed by law. 

15. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers„a|id effects against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated ; and no warrants rfiall issue 
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
persons or things to be seized. 

16. No person shall be held .to answer for a capital or 
otherwise mfamous crime, unless on a presentment or indict- 
ment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land 
or naval forces, or in ttie ipUitia, when in actual ser- 
vice, in time of war or public danger ; nor shall any person 
be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy 

• .. of life or limb ; nor be compelled, in any criminal case, to 
be a witness against himself ; nor do deprived of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of law ; nor shall private 
properfcjr be taken for public use^ without just compensation. 

17. Ill all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy 
the ri^ht to a speeSy and public trial, by an impartial jury 
of the'State and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascer- 
tained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause 
of the accusation j to bo cbnfronted with 'the witnesses 
against lum ; to Have compulsory proeess for abtaoning wit- 

nana^ iti hw &ydr ; ' -^nd to have tte Mostanoe of couniel for 
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18. In suits at common law, where the value in controver- 
sy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of tri^ by jury 
dpiall Be preserved ; and no fact so tri^ by ^t jury shaU be 
otherwise re-examined in any court of the Goniederaey than 
according to Hie rules of the common law. 

19. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cmel and unusual punishments be inflicted. 

20. Every law or resolution having the force of law, 
shall relate to but one subject, and that shall be expressedin 
the title. 

SECTION 10. 

1. No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or con- 
federation ; grant letters of marque and reprisal j coin mon- 
ey ; make any but gold and silver coin a tender m payment 
of debts ; pass any bill of attainder, or ex post facto h^yr^ or 
law impairing the obligation of contracts ; or grant any title 
of nobility. 

2. No State shall, without the consent of the Congress 
lay any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what 
may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws 
and the nett produce of all duties and imposts laid by any 
State on imports or exports, shall be for the use of the treas- 
ury of the Confederate States ; and aU such laws be sul|ject 
to the revision and control of Congress. 

3. No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay 
any duty on tonnage, except on sea-going vessels, for the im- 
provement of its rivers and harbors navigated by the said 
vessels ; but such dutiep shall not conflict with any treaties 
of the Confederate States with foreign nations ; and any 
surplus revenue, thus derived, shall, after making such im- 
provement, be paid into the commoif treasury. Nor shall 
any state keep troops or ships of war in time of peace, «i- 
tCT into an^ agreement or compact with toother state, or 
with a foreign. pow6r, or engage in war, unless factuallv in- 
vaded, or in'stich imminent danger ais will ntet admit oi de- 
lay. But when any river divides or flower through two or 
more States, they may enter into compacts with; each, other 
to improve the navigatioh thereof. . * ' ;';.-. 

' - ^ ASnOLE XL ^ y -^ 

sEocibiar i. • • ■■» ■ 'J 

" 1; The executive poVer shall be vested in a PresidMt of 

.^ihe' Confederate .States o^ "America, He ajid the ViceJ^es- 

'ident diall hold their ofiicea for the term of six veajrei^but 

a«l President shall not be roreligible. T\k^ ^^c^^a^^^^ 

ITI^ttwfaetit shall be elected m mo^% \ :JJ^,:t ^\ 
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2. Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the I^gis- 
' lature thereof may direct, a number of electors equal to the 

whole number of Senators and Representatives to which the 
State may be entitled in the Congress ; but no Senator or 
Representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit 
unacr tlie Confederate States, shall be appointed an elector. 

3. The electors shall meet in their respective States and 
vote by ballot for President and Vice-President, one of 
whom, at'least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same State 
with themselves ; they shall name in their ballots the person 
voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person vo- 
ted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists 
of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons vo- 
ted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for 
each, which li^^ts they shall sign and certify, and transmit, 
sealed, to the seat of the government of the Confederate 
States, directed to the President of the Senate; the Presi- 
dent of the Senate shall. in i\\) presence of ihe Senate and 
UouKC of RepresentaLive»s, open all the ccrtilicates, and the 
voles shall tiicn be counted ; the pen-on haviug tlie greatest 
number of votes for President shall be the President, if such 
number be a majority of the whole number of electors ap- 
pointed ; and if no person have such majoj-ity, thei^, from 
the persons having the highest numbers, not exceeding three, 
on the list of those voted for as President, the House of 
Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the 
President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall 
be taken l)y stiilcs, the representation from each state having 
one vote; a quorum for this ])urpose shall consist of a mem- 
ber or members froiu two-thirds of the states, and a majori- 
ty of all the HtatcB aliall bo necessary to a choice. And if 
title House of Representatives shall not choese a President, 
whener the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before 
the fourth dj^ of March next following, then the Vice-Prea- 
ident shall act as President, as in case of the death, or other 
oonstitational disability of the President. 

4. The person having the greatest number of votes as 
Yioe-Presiaent, shall be uie Yice-President, if such number 
be a xnigority of the whole number of electors appointed ; 
and if no person have a mqijority, then, from the two highest 
numbers on tiie list the Senate shall choose th^ Vice-Presi- 
dent; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds 
of Hie whole number of S^tors, and a majority of the 
i^le xi^iiiber shaU be xHX^essaiy to a dh(»^ 

5. Ai^iiopemmeonriitiitionall7 ineligible to the oflSce of 
J^reaideat Omll be eligTble to tbat ot Yio^YrfseniaLecA. o't XI&a 
ClMiiWwate States. 
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6. The Congress may determine fhe time of cfaoosing the 
electors, and me day on ^hidi tiiey shall give tfieir Totn 4 
which day shall be the same tiironghoat .flM Oonfefieraitd 
States*. 

7. Ko person except a ^taral-bom citizen of the OodCb^* 
erate States, or a dtusenlliereoi^ at the tame of fhe adQ|B|t ; 
ion of this Oonstitntionji^r a citizen theireof born in vie' 
United States prior to m 20th of December, 1860, shaD bt9 




thirty-five yeai*s, and been fourteen years i 
in the Umit^ of the Confederate States, a^ they may exist at 
the time of his election. 

8. In case of the removal of tlie President from office, or 
of his deaUi, resignation, or inability to dischai*ge the pow- 
ers arid duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on 
the Yice-President ; and tl^e Congress may, by law^ provide 
for the case of removal, death, rej^ignation. or inability both 
of the Presideut and Vice-PresidentV- declariug wbat oflBcer 
sluill then act as" President, and such oiBcer shall act.accord- 
ini^ly until, (,he disability bo removed or a President shall be 
elected. .' • 

*.». he PrcsiJont s'lall, at stated tinjf-v rrreive lur his 
s<'. vii-es a roiiijjrji-atinij, \vhi« h sbiill L-eiih v l=e incrqised 
ii'»r diiniiiishe«l dmiii>j; th«' j.e i<Ki Ibr uliith he shall .hjiv<^ 
i.'reii t-hftuil ; and h(i sliaJl n«»t '-eieivo ^^i■hin that p riod 
any «» her emoiiuueiiL lioiu llw. (.'ouledeiatu ^Jlales, or any 
ol ih»iii. 

.»'. IJrfne he eaters on the exfcipiou of his oflice, he 
shall tak*' thf tolh»\\ in.ar "atli or alfirinaiiof. : 

" 1 (.to !i-»lemi.ly swear (or uflirn») ihjit 1 will iaithially ex- 
e<ur(; the uflire lif President of ihr Contecerau' Slates, t^ul 
will to »he best ol my at)ility, presei ve, prutoiit, and deieud 
the cunstituiion ihejooh" , , 

Section 2.. 

1, The President shall be commander.in-chief of the. 
army and navy of the Confederate States, and' of the mili- 
tia of the several States, wlien called into the actual ser- 
vice of the Confederate States ; he may require ihe opinicm 
in writing, of the principal officer in each of fhe EzeeatiTe 
Departments, upon wj sabject rdf^ting to the dntiei of fheir 
reqiective (pees : and he shiiU hiaTe power tQ, grant re- 
prieves and paiTQons for oAanoes Against fhe O^ftdecate 
States, except in cases of inqieachnieftt. :!, ^ .. 



2- He gliall h^ve^ power, by and with the advice faad con- 
Bent of the Senate/to make treatios, prorided two-thirds of^ " 
the Senators present concur ; and he shall nominate, and 
by arid frith the advice arid consent of the Senate, shall ap- 

5 Dint embassadors and other public ministers and eonsnls, 
udges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the . 
Confederate States^ whose appointments are not herein"^, 
otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by 
law ; hut the Congress may, by law, vest the appointment . 
of such inferior officers^ as they think proper, in the Priesl- 
dent alone, in the courts of law or in the heads of depart- 
ments* J 

8. Inbe umdpa^ officer in each of fhe Ezecative Depart- 
ments, ana all persons connected with the diplomatic -ser- 
vice, may be removed from office at the pleasure of the 
Presiddit All other civil officer^ of the Ezecntive De- 
partaiemt may be removed at an;^ time b^ the President, or 
for dishonesty, incapatity, inefficiency, misconduct, or n^- 
lect of dinty ; and when so removed, the removal shall be 
reported to tiie Senate, together with the reasons therefor. 

4. The President shall have power to fill all vacancies 
that may happen during the recess of the Senate, by grant- 
ing conmussions which shall expire at the end of their next 
session; but no person rgected by the Senate shall be re- 
appointed to the same office during their ensuing recess. 

Section 3. 

1. The President shall, from time to time, give to the 
Congress information of the state of the Confederacy, and 
recomiHt^iid to their consideration such measures as he shall 
judge neoeaaary and expedient ; ho may, on extraordinary 
occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them; and in 
case of disagreement betwem ttiem, with respect to the time 
of adjournment, he miay adjourn them to such time as he 
shall think proper; he shall receive ambassadors and other 
public ministers; he shall take care that Hie laws be fiedth- 
tully executed, and shall commission all the officers of tiie 

Confidiarato States. 

:to:. .;..=;;_. .■ ■ ■■ ■ ...... ... 

■';^\"? ■•**'•.* '" SBcrtiOH..4.- 
l.*',^bPfeideht, Viice^P^ and all civil officers of 
the Q^b^enj^^ S^t^, . shall'be remoVed'firom;office on im- 
chxaeiit fifr, and conviction of , "fi-^ason, bifbery, or oth^ 
rherimeBandmisdemeemorSt^ ^ 
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ARTICLE in. 

,,,.. .^.. . ^BCTION 1. 

1. ISlO'jWoiiBAMWf^^ Confeder^pte Smmehali 

yestea ui i9iie;3t4u?eB|ia CQurt, and- in ,«ueli Inferior Courts 
as tiie Cx)iligM(te majjfoin time jx) tutfe'ordain and establish. , 
The jndj^, Wth oi thq. Supreme and Infeidor Caurts^ shall . 
hold tiheir offices daring good behavior, and shall, at stated 
times, receive for tiieir services a c6mpensation, which shall 
not b^ diiiiumshdS daring &eir eontinnancc ia office* 

. . y\' . Sectiok 2. ' . 

1. TlieJudioial4)ower shdU extend to all cases^ariSng .' 
under 1]]d&l/0xi8titati<»i, the^laivs of the Confederate States, 
and treaties made or which shall be made under their au- .. 
thority; to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public 
ministers and consuls; to all cases of admiralfy and mari- 
time jurisdiction; to controversies to which the Confederate 
States shall be a party; to controversies between two or . 
more States; between a State and citizen of another State . 
where the State is plaintiff ; between citizens claiming lands 
under grants of different States: and between a State or 
the citizens thereof, and foreign States, citizens or subjects; 
but no State shall be sued by a citizen or subject of any 
foreim State. ^ .' 

2. In all cases affecting ambassadors, otlicr public mfliis- 
ters, and consols, and those in which a State shall be a 
partv, the Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction. 
In all the other cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court 
shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, 
with such exceptions, and under such regulations, as the 
Congress shall make. 

3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, 
shall be by jury, and such trial snail be held in the State 
where the said crimes shall have been committed; but when 
not committed within any State, the trial shall be at such 
place or places as the. Congress, may by law have directed. 

SEcnol^ 3. 

1. Treason against the Confederate States shall cojisist 
only in, levymg war c^nst i£em, or in adhering to thpir .^^ 
enemies, giving them aid and comfort. Ifo person shall be 
convicted of treasop. unless on the testimony of two wit- 
nesses to the sameroverf^t, or^on confession in ppen CQurt. 

2. Tfie Congress |ihi|ll'K^ve -power to declare the punish- 
ment of. treason, but noi^ti^iQder of treason sliall jrork .^ 
corruption of blood, or fointeitiire, esce^'t ira^isii;,'^'^^^ 
the person attainted. 
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ARTICLE IV, 

Section 1. 

1. Full fidth and credit shall be given in each State to 
the pabUc acta, records and judicial proceedioffS of evny 
other State. And tiie Congress may, by generu lavs; pt^ 
Bcribe ikd manner in wUch sudi acts, records, and proceed- 
ings shall be proved, and the effect thereof. 

Section 2, , 

1. The citizens of each State diall be entitled to all the 
privik^ges and inunm^ties of dtizens in the 9everal States, 
and shall have Had right of transit and sojourn in any State 
of this Confedenugr, with their slaves and "other j>roperty: 
Bind the ri^t of proportyin said slaves shallnot be thereby 
impaired. 

2. A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or 
other mme against the laws of such State, who shall flee . 
Drom justice, and be found in another State, shall, on de- 
mand of the Executive authority of the State from which 
he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to* the State having 
urisdiction of the crime. ■ •- 

3. No slave or other person held to service or labor in 
any State or Territory of the Confederate States, under the 
laws thereof, escaping or lawfully carried into another, shall, 
in confluence of any law or regulation therein, be dis- 
charged from' such service or labor : but shall be delivered 
up on claim of the party to whom such slave belongs, or to 
^om such service or labor may be due. 

Section 3. 

1. Other States may be admitted into this Confederacy 
by a vote of two-thirds of the whole House of Represen- 
tatives, and two-thirds of the Senate, the Senate voting by 
States; but no new State shall be formed or erected within 
the jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed 
by the junction of two or more States, or parts of States, 
without the consent of the legislatures of the States con- 
cerned, as well as of the Congress. 

2. The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make 
all needful rules and r^ulations concerning the property of 
the Confederate States, including the lands thereof. 

3. The Confederate States may acquire new territory; 
and Congress shall have })ower to l4;islate and provide 
governments for the inhabitants of all territory betbiuefng 
to the Confederate States, tying witiiont the lunits of tiie 
several Statea; and' may pendt them, at snob times, and in 



19 

sn^ maBher as it ioay l^ law provide, to form States to be 
adiaittod into the Oonfbderacy. In all sudi tenitorj, the 
isfititatian of nmo davery as it now exists in the Confed- 
erate States, shajl be recognized and protected by Congress, 
and by the territorial government: and the inhabitants of 
the several 'Confederate States ai>d Territories, shall have 
tlie right to take^ to such territory any slaves lawfully held 
by tihem in any of the States or territories of the Confed- 
erate States, 

4 [The Confederate States shall guaranty to every State 
that now ip or hereafter may become a member of this Con- 
federacy, a rei)ublican form of government, and shall pro- 
tect each of them agaiust invasion; and on application of 
the legislature (or of the Executive when the le^slature is 
not in 8(^sion) ap:ainst domestic violence. * 

ARTICLE V. 

Section 1. 

. 1 . Upon tlie demand of any three States, legally assem- 
bled in their several conventions, the Congress shall summon 
a convention of all the States, to take into consideration 
such amendments to the Constitution as the said States shall 
concur in suggesting at the time when the said demand is 
made; and should any of the proposed amendments to the 
Constitution be agreed on by the said convention— voting 
by 'States— and the same be ratified by the legislatures of 
two-thirds of the several States, or by conventions in two- 
thirds thereof— as the one or the other mode of ratification 
may be proposed by the general convention — they shall 
thendsforwarA form a part of this Constitution. But no 
State ahaU, Without its consent, be deprived of its equal re- 
presentation in the Senate. 

ARTICLE VI. 

1. The Gk>yernment Established by this Constitation is 
the successor of the Provisional Government of tiie Con- 
federate States of America, and all the laws passed by the 
latter shall continue in force until the same shall be repealed 
or modified; and all the ofKcers appointed by the same shall 
remain in oflSce until their sucoessors are appointed and 
qualified, or the offices abolished. 

2. All debts contracted, and engagements entered into be- 
fore the adoption of ftis Gonshtntion shall be as valid 
against the Confederate States nnder this Oonsi^tn.tLc5Qi. sa. 
under the FrovisioiMl Oroivenami^ 
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3. This Constitution, and the laws of the Confederate 
States, made in pursuance thereof, and .all treaties made, or 
^wliicli aball 'bemade u^der the.aatiiority of the Confederate 
States, shall be ihe supreme law of ^ the land:. and the' judges 
in pvery State sHall be bound thereby, anyuiing in the con- 
stitation or laws of any State to the conti^axy notwithstand- 
ing. ' . ; ^ 

4. The Senators and Beprq^entatives before mentioned, 
and thiB members of the several State legislatures) and all 
executive and judicial officers, both of the Confederate 
States, and of the several States, shall be bound by oath or 
affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious 
test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office 
or public trust under the Confederate States. 

5. The enumeration, in the Constitution, of certain rights, 
shall not be construed to deny or disparage othersretamed 
by the people of the several States* ^ 

6. The powers not delegated to the Confederate States 
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to thei States, respectively, or to the people tixereof. 

ARTICLE VII. 

1. The ratification of the conventions of five States shall 
be sufficient for the establishment of this Constitution be- 
tween the States so ratifying the same. 

2. When five States shall have ratified this Constitution, 
in the manner before specified, the Congress under the Pro- 
visional Constitution, shall prescribe the time for holding 
the election of President and Vioe-President ; and, for the 
meeting of the Electoral College ; ai^d, for counting the 
votes, and inatigurating the President They shall, also, 
prescribe tiietim^ for holding the first ^eotion of m^bers 
of Congress under this Constitution, and the tipie for as- 
sembling the same. Until the assenibling of such Confess, 
the Congress under the Provisional Constitution shw con- 
tinue to exercise the legislative powers granted them; not 
extendiBgbeyoi\d the iime lio^ted by the Constitution of 
the Provisdonal Government. 
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On motion of Mr. Harris, the Constitution accompany- 
ing the communication was referred fo a select' committee 
of five, and two hundred copies ordered to be printed for 
the use of the OonTQntion. * - 

The President appointed as said conmiittee Messrs. Glaan, 
Yerger, George, Janes and 0. Davis. 

Mr. Smart offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Military Board be and they are here- 
by authorized and empowered to transfer to the govern- 
ment of the Confederate States such of the Volunteer com- 
panies of this State as may be willing and consent to volan- 
teer and enlist in the service of that government 6n the 
terms prescribed by it>; and that such volunteers, wifliout 
reference to the regimental districts defined by the IClitary 
Ordinance, shall be formed into battalions or r^ments, and 
elect the field officers for such organizations. 

On his motion'the resolution was referred to the Military 
committee. 

Mr. Rogers introduced a resolution in relation to the' pay 
of certain military companies therein named for their ser- 
vices at Pensacola. 

On his motion, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. George offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the special committee of five, to whom 
was referred the Permanent Constitution for the Confeder- 
ate States of America, be instructed to report to this Con- 
vention at 10 o'clock to-morrow morning, an ordinance 
providing for the ratification of said Constitution by this 
body on behalf of the State of Mississippi. 

Mr. Clayton, of Lowndes, offered " An Ordinance to 
provide for the election of delegates by the people of the 
State of Mississippi, to ratify in convention a Constitotion 
for a permanent government of the Confederate S&les of 
America, as an amendment by way of substitute lo:^ the 
resolution. , * 

Mr. Yerger offered, " An Ordinance to provide ibr',the 
ratification or rejection of the Permanent Oohstital^dii by 
the people at the ballot box, and also for the ratifi(»ttion or 
rejection by the people of the ordinai^ce proposec^lui a 
substitute for the substitute offered by Mr. Olanpn, of 
Lowndes. ::"' 

Mr. Glenn submitted an Ordinance entitled, ** An Ordi- 
nance to adopt and ratify by this Convention the Perma- 
nent Constitution," as a substitute for the rescdtttfipitt'^^ 
amendments propoabd. . ' ''' 

Mr. Brooke offered the followitis^ t«?»\\sMia^ '' 
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Resolved^ That the committee to whom was referred the 
Permanent Oonstitation, adopted at Montgomery, be in- 
sttucted to report an Ordinance referring said Constitution 
dirficily >to the people at the ballot-box for ratification or 
rejection. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, of Tippah, the various propo- 
sitions before the Convenjtion were referred to the special 
I committee of five on Permanent Constitution.' 

Oh pioticfn of Mr. Yerger, the vote referring the resola- 
,tion offered by Mr. Sinart to the Military committee was 
reconsidered. 

Mr. Yerger offered the following amendment to said res- 
olution, which was adopted .to-wit : 

And upon such transfer and entry into the service of the 
Confederate States, said volunteers shall be considered 
.mustered out of, and discharged from military service un- 
der the Ordinance of this Convention authorizing the cre- 
ation and organization of a Volunteer Division for the ser- 
vice of the State of Mississippi. 

Pending the adoption of the resoldtion as amended, the 
Convention adjourned until lO oVJock, to-morrow morning. 



TUESDAY, Mabch 26th, 18G1. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourximent. The 
Jomcnalof ydsta*day was read and approved. 

Mr. Brooke presented an Ordinance to repieal the Or- 
dinance entitled an "Ordinance to regulate the Military 
Sjn^em of the State of Mississippi," and an "Ordinance 
. to. raise means for tiie defense of the State." 

Oil his motion the Ordinance was laid on the table and 
. two Jmndred copies ordered to be printed. 

The Oonvention proceeded to tne consideration of the 
unfinished business, to- wit : 

The resolution .offered by Mr. Brooke on yesterday, that 
the committee to whioh was referred the Permanent Con- 
stitatiiQJd, adopted at Montgomery, be instructed to report 
an Ordinance referring said Constitution directiy to the 
jDeople^ at the. ^lot-box, for ratifipation or rejection. 
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Mr. Glenn moved to lay ihe resolutioa on the table, whi^ 
was decided in the negative by yeas and nays as follows :,....,, ^ 

YEAS-Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Baok'strom, ]^6otfa| 
Berry, Catchings, 0. Davis, Dease, Byor^Deason, Eckfprd., |, 
George, Glenn, Gwin, Harris, Hill, Holt, Hnrstj l86ih,' " 
Jones, Keirn, Lea, Lamar, Lewis, McGhee, of Bolivar, liDlr i > 
ler, of Tunica, Neely, Nelson, Orr, Semmep, Tar;ral, ' 
Thompson, Vanghan, Wittv, Wilkinson and Wppds — St. • 

Nays— Messrs. Barksdafe, Brooke,, Beene, Blair, BondSi ;^ /. 
Bullard, Clayton, of Lowndes, Gummings, Colbert, J. 8* , 
Davis, Denaon, Douglas, Edwards, Farrar, Flonmey, Foai- 
taine, Gholson, Herring, Johnston, of De Soto, Keitn, Ken- 
nedy, King, Lewers, McGhee, of Panola, Miller, of Ponto- 
toc, Parker, Powell, of Jones, Rogers, Sanders^ Snmnert 
Stephens, Tison, Taylor, Thornton, "Winchester, Wood, 6t 
Attala, Wright, Yerger and Young — ^^10. 

Mr. Clayton, of Lowndes, offered an Ordinjince as a sub- 
stitute for the resolution offered by Mr. Brooke,. entitle^ 
an Ordinance to provide for the election of delegates by .. 
the people of the State of Mississippi to ratify in Conven- 
tion a Constitution for a permanent government of the 
Confederate States of America. 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, the substitute was laid on the 
table by yeas and nays as follows : . , . -^ 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Bacfcstrom, 
Booth, Brooke, Blair, Berry. Catchings, Colbert, 0. Davis^ - 
Deese, Douglas, Dyer, Deason, Eckford, George, Glenn,.'*... 
Gwiu. Harris, Hill, Holt, Hurst, Isom, Johnston, of Do 
Soto, Jones, Keirn, Keith, Lea, Lamar, Lewis, McGhee, of 
Bolivar, McGhee, of Panola, Miller, of Tunica, Neely, Nd- 
son, Orr, Parker, Powell, of Jones, Semmes, Terral, 
Thompson, Vaughan, Witty, Wilkinson and Woods— 45. 

Nays — Messrs. Anderson, Barksdale, Beene, Bonds, Bnl* : 
lard, Clayton, of Lowndes, Cummings, J. S. Davis, Ed- 
wards, Farrar, Flourney, Fontaine, Gholson, Herring, King, 
Kennedy, Lewers, Miller, of Pontotoc, Rogers, Siuidars,: 
Sumner, Stephens, Tison, Taylor, .Thornton, WiHChest^,^ 
Woods, of Attala^ Wright, Yerger and Young— 30. , .., " 

Pending further action on the resolution offered by jfrl 
Brooke, Mr. Glenn asked the unanimous oonsent of t&e 
Convention to make a report from the committee to whOm 
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tain me from my seat. Pereeiying no prospect of any such 
evly or oiaterial improrement in the condition of my wife's 
liMafli as wdold jostify me in leavitig home for any length 
of time, I deem it my duty to resign the seat in your body 
irifh which I have been honored by the people of Jefferson. 
Very respectfully your obedient servant, 

JAS. S. JOHNSTON. 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, the communications were re- 
odved and laid on the table. 

Od Mff fhrther motion, the regular business was suspend- 
ed to enable him tointrodnee an Ordinance to authorize 
the entry and sale of waste and unappropriated lands in 
the State of Mississippi. 

The Ordinance was read the first time and second time, 
and on motion of Mr. 0. Davis, was referred to a select 
committee of three, composed of Messrs. Glenn, O. Davis 
andyiBrger. 

The President appointed Messrs. Orr and Winchester to 
fill the vacancies on the inilitary committee. 

Mr. Brooke introduced an Ordinance in relation to For- 
eign Insuirance companies, which was read the first time. 
':' On 'his motion the rule was suspended and the Ordinance 
'adopted. 

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the 
unfinished business, to-wit : 

The amendment offered by Mr. Wood of Attala, by way 
of substitute for the Ordinance reported by the select com- 
mittee to whom was referred the -Constitution of the Con- 
federate States, adopted by the Congress, at Montgomery, 
Alabama. ' 

Mr. Fontaine offered an amendment to the amendment as 

' a substitute, entitled, " An Ordinance to provide for the as- 

- BembHng of a convention of the people of Mississippi to 

rati(jr the permanent Constitution of the Confederate States. 

Pteding the question on the amendment to the amend- 
ipaent, on motion of Mf . Glenn, the Convention adjourned . 
outft 8 o'clock, p. X. 

Mr. Clayton, of Lowndes, being entitled t6 the floor. 
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Resolved, That the President of this Conyentioii be, and 
he is hereby requited to have a Oonfederate Flag made 
and hoisted. 

Mr. Barksdale, &on4the committee on enrolled OrdkM* 
ces, made the following report : ' 

Mr. President : — • ' 

The committee on Enrolled OrdinanceB-hftve this day ex* 
amined, an Ordinance to revise and amend the law in re- 
lation to Foreign Insurance Oompanies. Also, a resolution 
in relation to ceDrtein volunteer companies therein xmmedi and 
found the same correctly enrolled. 

The Convention resumed the consideration of tie nnfin- . 
ished business pending the acyoumment, to-wit : 

The report of the committee on the permanent OonMlta- 
tion adopted at Monlgomery. 

The Question bdng on the adoption Of the amendnent- 
offered by Mr. Fontaine, as a substitute for the amendment 
offered by Mr. Wood, of Attala. 

Pending the question, on motion the Oonvention adjourn- 
ed until eight o'clock, p. m. 

Mr. Harris being entitied to the floor. . * ' 



EIGHf o'clock, p. U. 



The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Flourney, 

Resolved, That the dtebate on the various matters propo- 
sed for the ratification of the Constitution adopted at Mont- 
gomery, be closed at one o'clock, to-morrow,* and that the 
Convention then proceed to take a vote. ' .♦ 

The Convention resumed the consideration of the Unfin- 
ished busines, pending the adjournment, to-wit : • .^ 

The report of the select committee off five on the perma- 
nent Constitution. 

The question being' on the adoption of the amendment of 
Mr. Fontaine, as a substitute for the amendment of Mr. 
Wood, of Attala. . • :■* , 

Pending the question, on motion of Mr.' Clayton, of Mar- 
shall, the Convention adjourned <until 9 o'clock, to^nlorroir 
morning. - ' ' > , : •■ 

•Mr.* Wright being entitled to the floor. . ' . :*: 
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» 

.nf[.t3<^Ti6QtipD met pureyaant to ac^ournment. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The Oonvention resumed the consideration of the unfin* 
ished business, pending the adjournment, ta-wit : 

Tho^i^pprt of <the select committee of five on the perma- 
neat Qonatitution. 

Tbe* question being on thej^doption of the am^dment of 
Mr.:^!i'0utaine, aa a substitute for the amendment of. Mr. 
Wood, of Attala. 

On Biotion of -Mi:. Clapp, the further consideration of 
the unfinished business w^b suspended to enable him to in- 
trodjooe the. following resolution : • 

Resokedj That the resolution adopted on yesterday, **that 
tb^.4^te <fn the VArious matters proposed for the ratifica- 
tiQib<^ the Constitution: be dosed at one o'clock, to-day," 
be and the same is hei^eby rescinded. 

On bis further motion, the resolution was adopted; 

The Convention again resumed the consideratio;i of the 
unfinished business. 

Pending further action, on motion of Mr. Wright, the 
Convention adjourned until 3 o'clock, p. m. 

Mr. Rogers being entitled to the ftoor. 



THREE o'clock, P. M. 



TliB. Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr« Glenn from the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred an Ordinance to authorize the entry and sale of waste 
and unappropriated lands in the State of Mississippi, re- 
ported the same back to the Convention with amendments 
and recommended its passage as. amended, which was re- 
ceived and agreed to, and the Ordinance as amended read 
the first time. 

On his motion, the rule was suspended and the Ordinance 
passed as amended. 

Mir. Glenn, by leave, introduced an Ordinance in relation 
tO' the Land iO£Sc6, at Paulding, in Jasper county, which 
was read the first time and laid on the table. 
iMr. Bullard offered the foUoFing resolutions, which were 
unammously adopted, to-wit : 

Ruokedf by the People of Mississippi in Convention as- 
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aembled, That the prompt response of the gallant Mississippi 
Volunteers to the call of thoPresident of the Confederate 
States, deserves the highest commendation of the Conven- 
tion, and gives the strongest assurance of attachment of 
the people of Mississippi to the common cause. 

2a. That the Convention.deeais. it proper to convey to 
the Volunteers the assurance that Mississippi will promptly 
attach herself iq the ponfederacy to lyhose standard her 
citizen 1 

these 1 . - . . 

teers^at Ijtofailej 'ond request him to cause them tq be read 
at the teada of companies.' =o- 

On motion of Mr. Deason, " r 

Heaved, Tliat a committee of three be appointed to take 
into coasideratLon the propriety of purchasing a sufiScient 

aUJM^tity iot Qom for the pdor of the different counties of 
lis 9tate, and report by resolution or otherwise. 
The President appointed as said committee, M^srs. Dea* 
son, Taylor and Harris. 
Mr. Glenn introduced the folio wjing resolution : 

Whereas, reliable and satisfactory information has been 
laid before this Convention that many members of the bar, 
and manv suitors in the courts of this State, are now ab- 
sent in tne service of the Confederate States; therefore 
be it 

Meadved, by the Convention of the people of ^ Mississippi, 
That tiie judges of the vftriqus circuit courts of this State, 
as well as the justices of the peace, be and they are hereby 
earnestly requested and recommended as well as authorized 
to suspend me sessions of their tribunals as to the triid of 
civil and chancery cases in court, during the spring and 
summer of the present year ; proviaed, that such courts shall 
proceed to the trial of. all criminal causes in said courts ac- 
cording to the due bourse of law. 

On his motion the resolution was laid on the table for the 
present. 

The Convention resumed the consideration of the vmSfL" 
ished business pending the adjournment, to-wit : 

The report of tne select ciommittee of five on the permar, 
nent Coxis^itution. . .. n" 

The question being on the adoption of the amen^^t of 
Mr. Fontaine as a substitute for the amtodment of Mr.^ 
Wood, of Attala, to the report of said committee. 



Pending the question, on motion of Mr. Floumey tiie 
Convention adjourned until 8 o'clock, p. m. 



BxoHt o'cidos, p. V. 

Th^ Conyention met pursuant to a^imiment. 

Mr. George, by leave, introduced an Ordinance in Irela- 
tion to SadpomiM and decrees heretofore rendered, and suits 
pending in the Federal courts lately existing in this State 
and the records thereof, which was read the first time, and, 
on his medion Udd on the table and two hundred copies or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Sunflower, 

Beaclved, That the debate on the permanent Constitution 
of the Oohfederate States shall close, and a vote be taken 
on ibe questions involved, at or before the hour of 10 
o'clock, A. iL, to-morrow, tibe 29fh inst., and that no further 
postponement be allowed. 

Mr. Fontaine, from the military committee made the fol- 
lowing report : 

Mb. Pbbsident: — 

The military committee to whom was referred an Ordi- 
nance to repeal an Ordinance to regulate the military sys- 
tem of the State, have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to report it back to the Convention 
with a recommendation that it So not pass. 

On his iftotion the report was received find agreefd to. 

Mr. Barksdale from the committee on enrolled Ordinances 
made the following report : 

Mb. Pbesidbnt:— ? 

The committee on enrolled Ordinances have examined an 
refinance to authorize the entry and sale of waste and un- 
appropriated lands in the State of Mississippi ; tilso, reso- 
lutions in relation to the Mississippi Volunteers, and found 
the same correctly enrolled. 

The Convention resumed the consideration of the unfin- 
ished business, to-wit : 

The report of the select committee of five on the perma- 
nent Constitution. 
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The queBtioA being on ^e adoption of the amendment of 
Mr. Fontaine, as n snbstitatQ for the amendment of Mr. 
Wood, of Attalfti totiiezeport oi said ooHoonittee. 

PeEdinfi[ the qnestion, ttr. Qholson moved that the Con- 
ventioB a^onm nntit 9 o'clod:, to-morrow moniing. 

Pending tbe motion to a4|oam, Mr. J. S. Davis, by leave 
aflbred the following resolntion : 

Seaohed, That thi8.Coaveq;tion ad|joani, dne die, on Sat- 
nrday, the 30tb insi, at 6 o'do^, P. K. 

Mr. (}faol8on moved to lay the reaolption on the table. 
. Paadiog the motion the Convention a^joomed nntil nine 
p'docky tomorrow morning. 



FRIDAY, March 29th, 1861. 

The Oonveation met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The President presented to the Convention the following 
conmnmication from the Governor : 

BxBCunvE Office, Jackson, March 28ih, 1861. 
Hon. W. S. Babey, 

President of the ConverUion : — 

Sir: I Would, through you, respectfully call the attention 
of the Convention to the distressii^ condition of a large 
portion of the people of the central counties of this State, 
from Leake ana Attala to the sea shore. The excessive 
.droi^ht of last summer ruined their crops, bot^ com and 
cotton, s^nd a cozisiderable number of the people of lliat dis- 
trict have not com enough to enable ,them to live, and are 
without the meana or'cr^t to purchase bread. 

Knowing that it is only necesBary^ for these facts to be 
presented to the Convention to induce them to 'extend to 
the destitute the aid required. I have deemed it my duty 
to aak an investigation of the matter, and if^e fiu^ts are as I 
am informed and believe, I r^ard them as sufficient to war- 
rant me in invoking the foil power of the State to applv 
; jthe remed;^, and to effect that I would Z3e6p^dfolly submit 
the following suggestions : First, that edctraoKOnary powers 
be given to tiie K>ards of Police of soeh cousliea as a/o 
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destitute of corn, to use all county funds, school funds, ^., 
Trhicb may be under iibeir cQntro^ for Hie pnrdiase of corn, 
to be loaned to those who are enable to bby; Seoond, that 
they be em^wered to issa,e 'scri|^ bearihg such-Hite of in* 
fisrest as Will enable them to dispose of it tot tiie amount of 
funda required: Third, fhat the state 'adyanc6;to sud coun* 
ties as a loan in Treasury notes, or mon^, a' ism sufficient 
to relieve their distress and -drfve hunger from tiielr doors. 
Tb9 proposition is not debateable thatall the powers and 
resources of the State ' must be exhausted,. befoi^Mississip- 
'' Jians iEu^ permitted to starve, \ ^'^ 

' I iTould dtSk leare further to reprteentihrou^ you to the 
Convention, that arms, anilnunitian, tefttd, oiothkig, &c., 
were purchased in Mobile, for Mississippi troops, sent to 
Pensacola, in January last, which added to the other ex- 
penses exceeds by several thousand dollars the appropria- 
tion made by the Convention for their support. 

A further appropriation of four or five thousand dollars 
wUl be necessary to settle tiie account of the Quarter-Mas- 
ter (xeneral, of ttie State of Mississippi, 

The six twenty-four pounder guns, and the ammmiition 
for the same, and a larg^ portion of the other arms, received 
by me from the State of Louisiana, might be turned over to 
the Confederate States. 

Three thousand of the muskets will be required to arm 
the troops of Mississippi : a considerable number of them 
have already been distributed to Volunteer Companies. 
Very respectfuUy, 

JOHN J. PBTTUS. 

On motion of Mr. Orr, the communication was referred 
to ^e select committee, raised on yeeterday, under the res- 
olution oftered by "iSr. Deason. 

On motion of Mr. King, the unfinished busineBs pending 
before the Convention, was suspended to enabte hun to in- 
troduce an Ordiiutnce witb the following title. 

An Ordinance supplemental to an Oi^anoe entitle^ an 
Ordinance to raise means f8r the deflanse of the State, adop- 
ted, the 26th day of January, A. D. 1861, whidi was read 
the first time. " . * * . ., 

' Oahi^mAtion, the rule was suspended'a^id the Ordinanee 
.'adopted. * 

. Tixe Gonveption then resumed tiie oonMderalaoli of the 
mioished business, to-wit; 
, TberaortortBemi^ 
"PMumit TjQpBifitnflont 
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T}ie question being on the adoption of tiie amendment of 
Mr. Fontaine as a substitute for the amendment of Mr. 
Wood, of Attala, as a substitute for the Ordinance reported 
by the Committee. 

The discussion being ended, the Convention proceeded to 
take the vote. 

The question was first taken on the adoption of Mr. Fon- 
taine's amendment, as a substitute for the amendment of Mr. 
Wood, of Attala, and decided in the negative by yeas and 
nays as follows : 

Yeas — Messrs. Anderson, Aldridge, Barksdale, Beene, 
Bonds, Clayton, of Lowndes, Cummings, J. S. Davis, Den- 
son, Ploumey, Fontaine, Gholson, Herring, Keith, King, 
Marshall, Miller, of Pontotoc, Rogers, Reynolds, Sanders, 
Smart, Stephens, Tison, Taylor, Wood, of Attala, Terger 
and youDg^28. 

KAYS-^r. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Backstrom, 
Booth, Brantiey, Brooke, Blair, Berry, Bullard, Bookter, 
Clayton, of Marshall, Catchings, Colbert, Clapp, 0. Davis, 
Dease, Douglas, Dyer, Deason, Eckford, Farrar, Fizer, 
Gtftprge, Glenn^ Gibson, Gwin, Harris, Hill, Holt, Isom, 
Johnson, of De Soto, Jones, Keim, Kennedv, Lea, Lamar, 
Lewere, Lewis, ..McGhce, of Boliw, McGhee, of Panola. 
Miller/ of Tumcai Neely, Nelson, drr, Pattison, Powell, 61 
Covington, Powell, of Jones, Semmes, Terral, Thompson, 
Vauran> Witty^^ Wilkinson, Woods and Wright 

-— oT» 

M;*. Gholsop offered an amendment as a substitute for the 
amendment of Mr. Wood, of Attala, entitied, "an Ordinance 
to provide for the ratification by the peci^e of the State of 
Mississippi, the Constitution of the Confederate States of 
America, adopted, by the Congress of the Confederate 
Stj^tcs of America,* March- llth, 1861." 

Mr. Ghplson moved the adoption of his amendment which 
was diecided in the negative by yeas and nays as follows : 

. YsAS-rMessrs. Aldridge, Barksdale, Brooke, Beene, Blair, 
Bonds, Clayton, of Lowndes, Cummings, Colbert, J. S. : 
Davis, Farrar, Floumev, Fontaine, Gholson, Herriuff, Sling, 
Lewers, Mardiall, Miller, of Pontotoc, Powell of Jones, 
Rogers, Reynolds, Sanders, Smart, Sumner, Stephens, Tison, 
TayloTj WincbQ9ter, Wright, Yergerapd Young— 32, 

0~7 
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stroiii, Booth, Brantley, Berry, BuUard, Bookter, Clayton, 
of Marshall, Catchings, Clapp, O. Davis, Dease, Douglas, 
Dyer, Deason, Eckford, Edwards, Pizer, George, Glenn, 
Gibson, Gwin, Harris, Hill, Holt, Isom, Jolmston, of De 
Soto, Jones, Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, Lea, Lamar, Lewis, 
Mayson, McGhee, of Bolivar, McGhee, of Panola, Miller, 
of Tunica, Neely, Nelson, Orr, Pattison, Powell, of Coving- 
ton, Semmes, Terral, Thompson, Vaughn, Witty, Wilkinson, 
Woods, Wood of Attala— 53 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the 
amendment of Mr. Wood, of Attala, to the report of the 
majority committee, and decided in the negative by yeas 
and nays as follows : 

Yeas — ^Messrs. Barksdale, Blair, Bonds, Clayton, of 
Lowndes, Cummings, Colbert, J. S. Davis, Denson, Parrar, 
Gholson, Herring, King, Marshall, Rogers, Beholds, Sum- 
ner, Stephens, Taylor, Winchester, Wood, of Attala, Wright, 
Yerger and Young — 23. 

Nats — Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Baldwin, Back- 
strom. Booth, Brantly, Brooke, Beene, Berry, Bullard, Book- 
ter, Clayton, of Marshall, Catchings, Clapp, O. Davis, 
Dease, Douglas, Dyer, Deason, Eclrford, Pizer, Fontaine, 
George, Glenn, Gibson, Gwin, Harris, Hill, Holt, Isom, 
Johnston, of DeSoto, Jones, Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, Lea, 
Lamar, Lewis, Mayson, McGhee, of Bolivar, McGhee, of 
Panola, Miller, of Pontotoc, Miller, of Tunica, Nedy, Nel- 
son, Orr, Pattison, Powell, of Covington, Semmes, Terral, 
Tison, Thompson, Vaughan, Witty, Wilkmson and Woods 
—56. " / 

Mr. Yerger then moved the adoption of the Ordinance 
reported by him as the minority of the committee as a sub- 
stitute for the OrdinaAce reported by the minority, which 
was decided in the negative by yea? and nays as foUows : 

Yeas — Messrs. Blair, Bonds, Cummings, Gholson, Her- 
ring, Marshall, Reynolds, Sanders, Sunmer, Stephens, Tay- 
lor, Yerger and Young— 13. 

Nays— Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Aldridge, Barks- 
dale, Baldwin, Backstrom, Booth, Brantley, Brooke, Beene, 
Berry, Bullard, Bookter, Clayton, of Marshall, Clayton, of 
Lowndes, Catchings, Colbert, Clapp, 0. Davis, J. S. DaviF, 
Dease, Douglas, Dyer, Deason, Ecraord, Farrieur, Fizer, FoQ- 
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taine, Glenn, Gibson, Gwin, Harris, Hill, Holt, Isom, John- 
ston, of De Soto, Jones, Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, King, Lea, 
Lamar, Lewers, Lewis, Mayson, McGhee, of R)livar, 
McGhee, of Panola, Miller, of Pontotoc, Miller, of Tunica, 
Neely, Nelson, Orr, Pattison, Powell, of Covington, Powdl, 
of Jones, Eogers, Semmes, Terral, Tison, Thompson, Vanghn, 
Witty, Winchester, Wilkinson, Woods and Wright — 66. 

Mr. Rogers offered an Ordinance entitled, an Ordinance 
to ratify the Constitution of the Confederate States of 
America, adopted, March 11th, 1861, as a substitute for the 
report of the majority committee. 

On motion of Mr. Clapp the amendment was laid on the 
table, upon a call of the yeas and nays, as follows : 

Yeas — ^Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Baldwin, Back- 
strom. Booth, Brantley, Berry, BullarS, Bookter, Clayton, 
of Marshall, Clayton, of Lowndes, Catchings, Clapp, 0. 
Davis, Dease, Douglas, Dyer, Deason, Eckford, Farrar, Pizer, 
Fontaine, Gk«TOe, Glenn, Gibson, Gwin, Hill, Holt, Isom, 
Jones, Keirn, Keith, Lea, Lamar, Lewis, Mayson, McGhee, 
of Bolivar, Miller, of Pontotoc, Miller, of Tunica, Ndely, 
Nelson, Orr, Pattison, Powell, of Covington, Powell, of 
Jones, Semmes, Terral, Thompson, Vaughn, Witty, Win- 
chester, Wilkinson and Woods — 53. 

Nays — Messrs. Beene, Blair, Bonds, Cummings, Colbert, 
J. S. Davis, Denson, Flourney, Gholson, Herrinff, Johnston, 
of De Soto, Kennedy, King, Lewers, Marshall, McGhee, of 
Panola, Rogers, Reynolds, Sanders, Sumner, Stephens, Tison, 
Taylor, Wood, of Attala, Wright, Yerger and Young — ^27. 

No other amendments being offered, on motion of Mr. 
Glenn, the report of the majority committee was aereed to. 

Mr. Glenn moved that the Ordinance reported by tie 
conunittee be considered as engrossed and put upon its pas- 
sage, which was decided in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the Ordi- 
nance and decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays as 
follows : 

Yeas — ^Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Aldridge, Barks- 
dale, Baldwin, Backstrom, Booth, Brantley, Brooke, Beene, 
Blair, Berry, Bonds, BuUard, Bookter, Clayton, of Mardwll, 
Clayton, of Lowndes, Catcbinp, Colbert, Clapp, 0. Davis, 
J. S. Davis; Dease, Denson, Dowlas, Dyec, Deason, Bbkford, 
fid'vraFds, Farrar, Fizer, Fontame, fiebt^H ^\»sk.^^SRAFs^ 
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..Gholson, Gwin, Harris, HeiTing, Hill, Holt, Isom, Johnston, 
of De Soto, Jones, Keirn, Keitii, Kennedy, King, Lea, La- 
mar, Lewers, Lewis, Mayson, McGhee, of Bolivar, McGhee, 
<rf Panola, Miller, of Pontotoc, Miller, of Tunica, Neely, 
Nelson, Orr, Parker, Pattison, Powell, of Covington, Pow- 
ell, of Jones, Rogers, Semmes, Smart, Terral, Tison, Taylor, 
Thompson, Vaughn, Witty, Winchester, Wilkinson, Woods, 
Wright and Young— 78. 

Nats — Messrs. Cummings, Marshall, Reynolds, Sanderp, 
Stephens, Wood, of Attala, and Yerger — 7. 

Ordered that the title stand as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Brooke, the President was requested 
to tel^rraph the action of the Convention upon the ratifica- 
tion of the Constitution, to Major General Charles Clark, 
at Mobile, President Jefferson Davis and Hon. "Ja- 
meson, President of the Convention of the State of South 
Carolina. 

Previous to the Convention proceeding to take the vote 
upon the various propositions submitted for the ratification 
of the Constitution, Mr. Glenn stated that Mr. Hurst and 
Mr. Parker had agreed to pair off, and not vote upon any 
of the propositions, except the Ordinance reported by the 
m^rity committee. 

The President communicated to the Convention a dispatch 
from Mjgor General Charles Clark, at Mobile, that the res- 
olutions of the Convention, in relation to the Mississippi 
Volunteers had been received and would be read to the 
troops. 

Mj. Barksdale from the committee on Enrolled Ordinan- 
ces reported that they had examined an Ordinance supple- 
mental to an Ordinance entitied, an Ordinance to raise 
me&ns for the defense of the State, adopted the 26th day of 
January, A. D. 1861 ; An Ordinance to adopt and ratify' the 
Constitution, adopted by the Convention, at Montgomery, 
Alabama, and fouml the same correctiy enrolled. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Sunflower, the Convention 
a^ourned until three o'clock, p. m. 



TBSSB O'CLOCK, P. tf. 

Th0 G<nmaiipn met Pursuant to a4]0iiniment. 
JBfrj di^ offEsred the following roaolntian which was 
adopted : 



37 

Besdvedj That the PreHidcnt of the Convention be and 
. . lie iS hereby instnictcd upon the final adjournment of thip 
body, to issue certificates in favor of Hons. H. W. Wnlter 
Samuel Benton, James R. Chahners and Israel Welsh, lor 
I gach sums respectively as their mileage and j3c'/- ditm, during 
•the present called session would amount to, they being del 
eg&teR to this Convention, whose absence is occasioned bv 
fheirrespose to the call of the State Executive for volun- 
teer troops, to be placed at the disposal of the Government 
of. the Confederate States. 
:i Leave of absence was granted Mr. Yerger. 

Mr. Holt presented resolutions authorizing the Governor 
to loan to the several counties, deficient in a supply of com, 
- ci'Bnfl&cieut amount in Treasury notes to mwt their actual 
. necessities under, certain provisions therein mentioned. 

• On his motiod the resolutions were referred to the com- 
mittee raised on yesterday upon the same subject. 

Mr. Gholson offered the following resolution, and moved 
.:its adoption, to-wit : ^ 

Besoivedy That a committee of be appointed with 

instructions to report an Ordinance to divide the State of 
Mississippi into seven Congressional districts. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the resolution 
and decided in the negative. 

. On motion of Mr. Glenn, the resolution authorizing the 
■juoges of the various circuit courts of this State, as well as 
the justices of the peace to suspend the session^ of tlieir 
. tribunals as to the ti'ial of civil and chancery cases in court 
:; during the spring and summer of the present year, was call- 
ed from the table. 

Mr. Orr offered the following amendment as a substitute 
for the resolution : 

Resolved, That the resolution be referred to a committee 
of five, with instructions to inquire into. the expediency of 
suspending the enforcement of decrees, judgments, execu- 
tions, mortgages and deeds of trust for nine months. 

Mr. Anderson moved to lay the original resolution on the 
table, which was lost. 

Mr. Orr, by leave of the Convention, withdrew hisamend- 
.m'cnt. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of Mr- 
Glenn's resointion and decided in the.negative, by.yeas and 
nays as follows: 

^ Yeab — Messrs. Brantly, Brooke, Blair, Colbert, Densos^ 
0—9 
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Deason, Plourney, Glenn, Gholson, Harris, Keith, King, 
McGhee, of Bolivar, Miller, of Pontotoc, Miller, of Tunica, 
Neely, Orr, Parker and Vaughn — 19 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Aldridge, 
Barksdale, Baldwin, Backstrom, Booth, Beene, Bonds, Dul- 
lard, Clayton, of Lowndes, Cummings, Clapp, 0. Davis, 
Dea«<^, Dyer Eckford, George, Gjbscn, Gwin, Holt, John- 
ston, of He Soto, Jones, Keirn, Kennedy, Lea, Lowers, La- 
mar, Lewis, Marshall, Mayson, McGhee, of Panola, Nelson, 
Pattison, Reynolds, Saiders, Semmes, Sumner, Stephens, 
Tison, Taylor, Thompson, Witty, Wilkinson,Wood8, Wright, 
and Young — 46. 

Mr. Fontaine introduced an Ordinance to suspend actions 
• for the collection of certain debts, which was read the first 
and second times under a suspension of the rule. 

Mr. Brooke offered the following amendment, which was 
adopted, to-wit : 

Provide^, That no merchant who avails himself of the 
benefits of this Ordinance. shall be permitted to dun or sue 
a customer for any debt for goods purchased or bought from 
the creditor whose debt he seeks to avoid. 

On motion of Mr. 0. Davis, the Ordinance and amend- 
ment was laid on the table. 

Mr. Deason from the committee of three, to whom was re- 
ferred a resolution in relation to reporting an Ordinance for 
the relief of the poor of the State, reported an Ordinance 
entitled, " an Ordinance to relieve the destitution of the 
people of the State of Mississippi," with a recommendation 
that it do pass, which was received and agreed to and the 
Ordinance read the first time. 

On his motion the rule was suspended and the Ordinance 
read a second time. 

Mr. Harris offered the following amendment which was 
adopted, to-wit : 

That the Boards of Police of the several counties who 
may receive money under this Ordinance, be and they are 
hereby authorized and required to levy a special tax for the 
payment of the same. 

Mr. Aldridge moved to amend by striking out the third 
Becti6n, which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Clapp the Ordinance was recommitted 
to the same committee. 

On motion of Mr. Dease, Mr. Clapp was added tp tbo 
:OOimnittee, 



Mr. Aldridge introduced an Ordinance in relation to 
lands in the State of Mississippi, belonging to Indian or- 
jduuiB, which was read the first time. - 

On his motion the rule was suspended and the Ordinance 
adopted. 

Mr. Glenn offered the following resolutions which were 
adopted, to-wit : 

Bedohedy That E. P. Russell, Secretary of the Conven- 
tion, be allowed the sum of fifty dollars, for services render- 
ed in revising and correcting the Journals of the Convention 
held in January last, to be paid lor out of any money in the . 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated on the warrant of the 
Auditor of Public Accounts. 

Be9ohedf furthe)\ That he be allowed three days after 
the acljoumment of the Convention to complete the (duties 
assitfhed him, and that he be allowed the compensation fized 
by &w, to be paid for out of any money in tfe Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, on the warrant of the Auditor of 
Public Accounts. 

Mr. 0. Davis introduced an Ordinance to confer certain 
powers on the Le^slature, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Anderson the Ordinance was laid on 
the table. * 

On motion of Mr. Gkjorge, 

^solved, That the comsiittee on the State *Gonstitution 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of requiring all 
State, County and District Officers of this State, and all 
members of tiie bar, to take an oath to support the Consti- 
tution of the Confederate States of America, and that they 
report by Ordinance or otherwise. 

Mr. Dyer introduced an Ordinance to amend an Ordi- 
nance entitled, an Ordinance to amend the Constitution of 
ttds State in certain particulars, adopted, January 26, 1861, 
which was read a first and second tune under a suspension 
of the rule, and, on motion of Mr. Stephens referred to the 
committee on State Constitution. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Sunflower, the Convention 
adjjotimed until nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 



SATURDAY, MABCH30th, 186L 

The Convention met pursuant to a^'oomment. 
The Journal of yestemy was read and apQtoy^^. 
0~10 
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• Mr. Barksdale made the. folio wing report : 

Mb. President: — ^ 

The committee oa Enrolled. Ordinances have e^Ormini^ 
and found correctly enrolled, an Ordinance in relation to 
lands in the State of Mississippi belonging to Indian Or- 
phans ; Also, resolutions in relation to the Secretarj . . 
of the Convention. 

Leave of absence was granted Messrs, Backstrom, Bal- 
lard and Denson. 

Mr. Brooke introduced an Ordinance in reference to.thfi, 
Marine Hospital, at Vicksburg, which was read the. first ^: 
and second time under a suspension of the rule. 

On his motion the Ordinance was considered as engrosf^ ' 
ed read the third time and passed, with title as stated. .. 

Mr. Miller from the committee on State Constitution re- 
ported an ©rdiij^nce to amend the constitution of the State 
of Mississippi, m several particulars, and rcqpmmende^ ite 
passage, which was received and agreed to, and the" OrdJ: : ; 
nance read the first and second times under a susp^nsioijt iH 
the rule. ' " ' * . 

On his motion tlie Ordinance was Considered as engroBis- 
ed, read the third time^d passed, with title as stated^' 

Mr. Orr introduced an Ordinance to amend an Ordinance 
entitled, an Ordinance to regulate the Military systesibf 
the State of Mississippi, which was read the first and sec- 
ond time under a suspension of .the rule. 

On his motion, the rule-was further suspended and the 
Ordinance read a tUird time. 

The question wais then taken on the. passage of the Or: ./ 
dinance and decided in the negative. .^ '-- 

Mr. Clapp from the select committee to whQra wm"!^, 
ferred a resolution in relation to. the destitution of the poor 
in certain portions of the State, reported an Ordinance for . 
the relief of certain counties of. this State and recomiiipnd- 
ed its passage, which was received and agreed to, and the 
Ordinance read the first time. 

On his motion the rule was suspended an4 the Oxdii^noe ... 
read the second time. 

On his further motion the Ordinance was considered as 
engrossed and read the third time.^ 

The question was then taken on t^e passage of the Or- 
dinance and decided in the a&rmative upon a call of the 
yeas and nays, as foUpws : ^ 
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;.^.'5?'lfAS--itfr, President, Messrs. Barksdale, Baldwin, Booth, 
Rttitley, Brooke, Bonds, Bookter, Clayton, of Marshall, 

' Citfchings, Clapp, 0. Davis, Dease, Denson, Douglas, Dyer, 
ll^aaon, Eckford, George, Glenn, Gibson, Gholson, Gwin, 

■ jBrattis, Holt, Isom, Johnston, of De Soto, Jones, Keirn, 
KfiUh, Kennedy, Lea, Lamar, Lewers, Mayson, McGhee, 

^'itff Bolivar, McGhee, of Panola, Miller, of Pontotoc, Miller, 
of Tunica, Neely, Nelson, Orr, Parker, Powell, of Cov- 
itigton, Powell, of Jones, Rogers, Sanders, Stephens, Ter- 
rtSj Taylor, Thompson, Witty, Woods, Wood, of Attala, 

,';Wrtght and Young— 56. 

-' * ;^ltt-^Messrs. Backstrom, Beene, Clayton, of Lowndes, 

r Cbibert, Fontaine, Sumner and Tison — 7. 

' On motion of Mr. Clapp, so much of the communication 

from the Governor, received on yesterday, as relates to 

.Mflltaiy aff^ referred to the Military committee. 

'. .. Mr. Harris introduced an Ordinance to alter and modify 
V^d Ordinance entitled an Ordinance concerning the juris- 
^.dJ*Qtl6ti and property of the United States of America in 
;,^0. State of Mississippi, which was read a first and second 
.'';Bia6 tmder a suspension of the rule. 
."Oh his motion the rule was farther suspended, the Ordi- 

.iiatce cbnsidered as engrossed and read the third time. 

: Ifhe qu^tion was then taken on the passage of the Or- 
'?^SbBiiCB and decided in the aflSrmative. 
[\"^'0n motion of Mr. George, the Ordinance in relation to 

Jicljpments and decrees heretofore rendered, and suits pend- 

%t in thd United States Court, lately existing in this State 
'iiwi the records thereof, was called up and read the second 

time% |. 

; On motion of Mr. 0. Davis the Ordinance was laid on 

Ae tible. 
Mr. Glenn introduced an Ordinance to Movide for the 

appointment of electors of President and v ice President 

of the Confederate States, which was jead the first time. 
On his motion the rule was suspended and the Ordinance 

i^ead the second time. 
'. ■ On his further .motion the Ordinance was considered as 
' etigrodfi'ed, read the third time and passed, with tifle as 

I8tat6d. 
.;Mr. iQ-ibson introduced an Ordinance for the regulation 

bf the militia of the State, which was read the first time 
' 'iind, on motion of Mr. Tison, laid on the table. 

■■"Mr. Jones, of Sunflower, introduced an Ordinance au- 
C— 11 
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thorizing the inyestment of trust funds in the public secu- 
rities of the State of Mississippi, or of the Confederate 
States, which was read the first and second times ui^der a 
suspension of the rule. 

On motion of Mr. Fontaine the Ordinance was laid on 
the table. 

The chairman. Mr. Gholson, presented the following 
communication : 

Jackson, Mississippi, March 30th, 1861. 
Hon. W. S. Bakby, 

Sir: Enclosed in parcel please find an enlarged photo* 
graph of the State Seal, or Coat of Arms. Elnowing that 
it was not adopted and that it perhaps would be forgot, I 
take the liberty of sending it to you for the inspection of 
the Convention, witii a description or explanation of the 
same. All of which is respectfully submitted, 

M. L. CABLISLB. 

The Magnolia represents the beauty of the State in 
which the bird of liberty has chosen to build her nest, and 
rear her young. The nest is cautiously approached by a 
serpent, which, without molestation has been tolerated to 
obtain a position whereby be imagines to make an easy con- 
quest of his prey, and is in the attitude of striking the fatal 
blow, when the mother, ever watchful, and seeing the actu- 
al danger of her young, seizes the serpent in her talons. 
The serpent being represented as writhing in the agonies 
of death — a just retribution for his temeri^. And so with 
the South ; she had tolerated the serpent until it became 
dangerous to her peace and prosperity, when her future 
safety prompted toe fatal blow that leaves him powerless 
in her grasp. 

The cotton, the pibw and steamer represent? wealth, ag- 
riculture and commerce) while the citizen soldier, arms and 
fortifications represent our defences. 

Mr. Orr ofiered the following resolution, which was 
adopted, to-wit : 

Resolved, That the State of Mississippi hereby subscribes 
for five hundred copies of the proceedings, debates, etc., of 
the first session of this Convention, as published by J. L. 
Power ; provided^ that he add thereto tne proceedmgs and 
Ordinances of this session, and the debates in full on the 
ratification of the permanent Constitution of the Confed- 
erate States of America. And^ provided further, That 
the cost of each volume shall not exceed one dollar and 
fifty cents ; and when the said work is published, one copy 
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ahall be sent to each member of this Convention, and the 
balance delivered to the Secretary of State, fifty copies to 
be preserved in his office, and the balance to be distributed 
among the several courts of this State, and on the certifi- 
oate of the Secretary of State that the terms of this reso- 
lation have been complied with, the Auditor shall issue his 
warrant in behalf of the said J. L. Power. 

Mr. Catchings introduced an Ordinance to abrogate and 
annul the first and second sections of an Ordinance, adop- 
ted on the 26th day of January, 1861, entitled, an Ordi- 
nance to provide for the representation of the State of 
Mississippi in the Congress of the Southern Confederacy, 
which was read the first and second time under a suspen- 
sion of the rule. 

Mr. Catchings, by leave, withdrew tiie Ordinance, where- 
upon Mr. George introduced an Ordinance appointing A. 
M. Clayton, W. S. Barry, J. A. P. Campbell, W. Brooke,* 
W. P. Harris and Jas. T. Harrison, representatives or del- 
ates from this State in the provisional Congress of the 
OiSAfederate States of America, which was read the first 
and second time under a suspension of the rule. 

Mr. Dyer offered the following amendment : 

Amend by striking out of the second section the words 
"irfua voce^^^ and insert in lieu thereof the words "by ballot," 
which was adopted. 

Mr. Aldrid^e offered the following amendment, amend 
hj way of additional section as follows : 

SsonoN 3. Be U further Ordained^ That we cordially ap- 
prove and endorse the action of our delegates at Montgom- 
ery. 

Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. George, the rule was further suspended 
and the Ordinance r^ the third time. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the Or- 
dinance as amended, and decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered that the title stand as stated. 

Mr. Clapp introduced an Ordinance to provide a coat of 
arms and a flag for the State of Mississippi, which was 
read the first and second time under a suspension of the 
role. 

On his motion the rule was further suspended, the Ordi- 
nanoe considered as engrossed and read the third time. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the Ordi- 
nance and decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered that the title stand as stated. 
C— 12 
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Mr. George introduced an Ordinance to define the pow- 
er of the Legislature of this State in relation to the Ordi- 
nances and resolutions adopted by this Gonyention, which 
was read the first time. 

On his motion the rule was suspended, the Ordinance 
read the second time and referred to the committee on State 
Constitution. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Sunflower, the committee ad- 
journed until 8 o'clock, p. m. 



THREE CLOCK, P. M- ' . *. 

The Conyention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. George offered the following resolution which wfis . 
adopted, to-wit : 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Conyention that, the 
goyernment under the permanent Constitution of the Con- 
federate States, should be organized and put into operation 
at as early a period as practicable and consistent with the;-, 
public sa&ty, and that the delegates ot this State to the 
Proyisional Congress be requested to urge the policy indi- 
cated by this resolution upon that body. 

Mr. Wood, of Attala, offered the following resolati(m, -( 
which was lost, to-wit : 

Resolved, That M. L. Carlisle, who kindly presented to 
this Conyention an imperial size photograph of the Stato 
seal of Mississippi, be granted the exclusiye right to pho- 
tograph or lithograph the same, as modified by resolution 
of this body. Provided, that this shall not interfere with, 
the right of any officer of this State to use sai4 seal in pffi^ 
cial business. 

On motion of Mr. Harris the Ordinance to repeal the . 
Oridinance entitled, an Ordinance to regulate the Military - 
system of the State of Mississippi, and an Ordinance to 
raise means for the defense of the State, was called up. . 

Mr. Harris moyed the adoption of the Ordinance. 

On motion of Mr. George, the Ordinance was laid on {he 
table. 
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The cJudrmaD, Mr. Oholson, presented the following com- 
munication from the Hon. J» L. Alcorn : . 

I Friar's Point, Miss.. March 25, 1861. 

Hon. W. S. Barry, 

President of Mississippi Convention: 

Jackson, Mississippi. 

Sir: I regret *that serious indisposition, whereby. I Have 
been confined to my room for the past fonr days, den&s 
me the pleasur^e and privilege of attending the OEiIled ses- 
sion of the Convention. Be kind enon^ to iiiform the 
Convention. Very respectfully, 

Your obedient serv't, 

J. L. ALCORN. 

Mr. Miller from the committee on State Constitution, to 
whom was referred an Ordinance to define the power of 
the Legislature of this State in relation to the Ordinances 
and resolutions adopted by this^ Convention, reported the 
same back to the Convention with a recommendation that 
it do pass, which was received and agrecMl to. 

On motiion of Mr. George the rule was suspended the 
Ordinance read the third time and passed, with title as 
stated. 

Mr. Anderson introduced an Ordinance making certain 
appropriations therein named, which was read the first time. 

On bis motion the rule was snspunded, the Ordiraaoe 
read the second and third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title stand as stated. 

Mr. Marshall introduced an ordinance supplemental to 
an Ordinance entitled, an Ordinance to raise means for the 
defense of the State, adopted January 26th, 1861, which 
was read the first time. 

Mr. Anderson moved to lay the Ordinance on the table, 
which was decided in the afSrmative, upon a call of the 
yeas and nays, as follows : ' 

Yeas — Mr. President Messrs. Anderpon, Aldridgc^, 
Bai'k^dale, Booth, Brantly.i. Bonds, Cla>ton, of Marshall, 
Clayton, of Lowiiae«?, Colbert, Clapp, 0. Davis, DeaBP, 
Djer, Deason, Fontaine, Georere, Gibson, Harris, HoIt,bgm, 
Johnston, of De Soto, Jonea,:Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, I^a, 
Lamar, Lewers, Lewi^ Mayson, McGhee of Bolivar, 
McGbee, of Panola, Miller, of Pontotoc, Miller, of Tu- 
nica^ Neely, Nelson, Pattison, Sanders, Sumner, Taylor, 
Witty, Woods and Wright- 44, 
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Nays — Messrs. Baldwin, Brooke, Beene, Gholson, Mar- 
shall, Orr, Rogers, Reynolds, Stephens, Tison, Thompson, 
Wood, of Attala, and Young — 13. 

On motion of Mr. Holt the Convention proceeded to the 
election of delegates to the Montgomery Convention, to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. W. 
S. Wilson. 

Mr. Holt nominated the Hon. D. C. Glenn. 

Mr« Geoi^e nominated the Hon. J. A. Orr. 

The chairman appointed Messrs. Holt and Beene to act 
as tellers. 

Upon counting the votes, Mr. Glenn received 22 votes ; 
Mr. Orr received 27 votes ; Scattering, 2 votes. 

Mr. Orr having received a majority of all the votes cast 
was declared elected. 

Mr. Thompson offered a resolution authorizing the Audi- 
tor of Public Accounts to issue duplicate warrants to W. 
F. Huggins, assessor of the County of Chickasaw, and to 
Thomas M. Blackwell, Clerk of the Circuit Court of said 
county, to an amount not exceeding the sum of two hun- 
dred dollars each. 

Mr. Miller moved to lay the resolution on the table which 
was lost. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the res- 
olution and decided in the afiirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Tison, 

Reslovedy That the thanks of this Convention be and are 
hereby tendered to the Hon. W. S. Barry, for the dignified, 
able and courteous manner, in which he has presided over 
the deliberations of this body. 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, 

Mesolvedy That the provisions of an Ordinance, adopted, 
January, 26, 1861, of this Convention, for the publication 
of the Ordinances and Journals, shall be applied to the 
publication of the Journal and Ordinances of this session. 

On motion of Mr. Tison, 

Besoioed, That the thanks of this Convention be and are 
hereby tendered to E. P. Russell, Secretary of the Conven- 
tion,^d Robt. C. Miller, Assistant Secretary, for the able 
and very efficient manner in which they have discharged 
their respective duties. 

Mr. Fontaine introduced an Ordinance to authorize tiie 
Governor of the State of Mississippi to transfer volunteers 
to the service of the Government of the Confederate Statos, 
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which was read the finst and aqoond time uuder a suspen- 
sion of the rule. 

Mr. Lamar moved to lay the. Ordinance on the table, 
which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Fontaine, the rule was suspended/ the 
Ordinance read the third time and passed, with title as 
stated. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, . , .. .y 

Resolved, That Mr. J. L. Power be allowed the snni of four 
dollars per day during the session of this ConYentionfor 
the reports of its proceedings which have appeared in the 
Daily Mississippian. 

Mr. Barksdale qade the following report : 

'I ■ 
AIb. Pbbsidbnt: — 

The Committee on Enrolled Ordinances have examined 
and found correctly enrolled, an Ordinance appointing A. 
M. Clayton, W. S. Barry, J. A. P. Campbell, W. Brooke, 
W. P. Harris, and Jas. T. Harrison, representatives or 
delates from this State in the Provisional Congress of 
the Confederate States of America ; an Ordinance to pro- 
vide a Coat of Arms and Flag for the State of Mississippi, 
an Ordinance to define the power of the Legislature of this 
State in relation to the Ordinances atd resolutions adopted 
by this Convention ; an Ordinance to authorize the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Mississippi to transfer volunteers to 
the service of the Confederate States of America ; an Or- 
dinance to provide for the appointment of electors for 
President and Vice President of the Confederate States of 
America; an Ordinance making certain appropriations 
therein named ; an Ordinance in relation to the Marine 
Hospital at Yicksbur^ ; an Ordinance to alter and modify 
the Ordinance entitlea, an Ordinance concerning the juris- 
diction and property of the United States in the State of 
Mississippi ; Resolution in relation to the organization of 
the Government under the Permanent Constitution of the 
Confederate States ; a resolution in relation to the publi- 
cation of the Journals and Ordinances of the present ses- 
sion of the Convention ; a resolution authorizing the Au- 
ditor of Public Accounts to issue duplicate warrants to W. 
T. Huggins and Thomas M. Blackwell ; a resolution in re- 
lation to the State of Mississippi subscribing for five hun- 
dred copies of the proceeding, debates, &c., as published 
by J. L. Power. 

The Convention having completed the business before it. 
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Mr. GibsoD moved that thoOonvention adjourn iihlBi He. 
Before puttin J? the motion the President^aid : 
OerUfemen of the Cfonventim: I take this occasion to re- 
turn you my sincere thanks for the personal kindness and 
uniform courtesy which you have extended towards me in 
tibo discharge of my duties, and for the two resolutions ex- 

Rressing your approbation. 1 assure you that I profound- 
7 appreciate these evidences of esteem ; they will be among 
we proudest recollections of my life. For the manner in 
Vhich yon have discharged your duties and consummated 
tiie great work for which you were assembled, the peoplle 
will gratefuUv remember you, and for the final result! am 
sure ao man here need blush to the latest* moment of his 
life. Aeain thanking you gentlemen of the Convention, I 
now declare this body adjourned 5iVi€ die. 

W. S. BARRY, 
B. P. Russell, Secretary. President. 
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ARTICLE I. 

r 
DECLARATION OP RIGHTS. 

That the general, great and essential prindples of 

liberty and free government may be recopn^zed 

and established, we declare : 

Section 1. That all freemen; -frhen they form a 
soci&l compact, are - equalin rights; and that ^o^y"*^_ 
men, or set of men, are entitled to cxdnsive, sepa-^ ijdits! 
rate public emoluments or privili^es from the C(»n- 
nranify, but in consideration of public servic&<«. • 

Sec. 2. That all political power isv inherent in 
the people^ and all free governments are founded on . 
their authority and established for their benefit ; 
and, therefore, they have, at all times, . an inalien- 
-able and indefeasible right to alter or abolish tiieir 
.form of government in such manner as they may 
tinnk expedient. 
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Sbo. 8. The exercise and enjo^ent of religious 
profession and worship, without discrimination,sIudI 
jSgU^^oQg forever be free to all persons in this State : Pro- 
wwSup. vided^ That the right hereby declared and establish- 
ed shall not be so construed as to excuse the acts 
. of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent 

with the peace and sidTety of the State. 

Sec. 4. No preference shall ever be given by 
law to any religious sect or mode of worship. 

Sec. 5. That no ^rson shall be molested for his 
opinions on any subject whatever, nor suffer any 
civil or politicsd incapacity, or acquire any civil or 
political advantage in consequence of such opinions, 
except in cases provided for in this constitution. * 
FrMdom * ®* E'^^^ c^^^^en may freely speak, write 

^^•j^JJ^ and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being 
responsible for the abuse of that liberty. 

Sec. 7. No law shall ever be passed to curtail 
or restrain the liberty of speech or of the press. 

Sec. 8. In all prosecutions or indictments for 
libel, the truth may be given in evidence ; and if it 
Truth to shall appear to the jury that the matter charged as 
be i^ven libelous is true, and was published with good^otives 
Si^ dto! *^^ for justifiable ends, ttie party shall be acquitted; 
gg^ijjJ^ and the jury shall have the right to determine the 
for libeL law and the facts. 

Sec. 9. That the people shall be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers and possessions, from unrea- 
sonable seizures and searches ;. and that no warrant 
to search any place, or to seize any person or thing, 
shall issue without describing the place to be 
s^u-ched, and the person or thmg to be seized, as 
nearly as may be, nor without probable cause, sup- 
ported by oath or affirmation. * 

Sec. 10. That in all criminal prosecutions, the 
accused hath a right to be heard by himself, or 
counsel, or both ; to demand the nature and cause 
nd? Ihow ^^ ^^ accusation : to be confronted by the witnesses 
22j^ hjj^ ag^imst him ; to have a compulsory process for ob- 
oonTicted. taining witnesses in his fei^vor ; and, in all prosecu- 
tions, by indictment or information, a speedy and 
public trial by an impartial jury of the countrf 
where the offence was committed ; that he oaimot 
be compelled to give evidence against himself; nor 
can he be deprived of his life, liberty or property, 
but by due course of law. 
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Seo. 11. No person shall be accused, arrested 
or detained, except in cases ascertained by law, and 
according to the form which the same has pre- 
scribed ; and no person shall be punished but in 
virtue of a law established and promulgated prior 
to the offence, and legally applied. 

Sec. 12. That no person shall, for an indicta- 
ble offence, be proceeded against criminally byProce^- 
information, except in cases arising in the land or inp in in- 
naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual ser-^^^^*^ 
vice, or by leave of the court, for misdemeanor in ^™^®^' 
office. 

Sec. 13. No person shall, for the same offence, 
be twice put in jeopardy of life. or limb ; nor shall 
any person's property be taken or applied to public 
use without the consent of the Le^slature, and 
without just compensation beine first made tharefor. 

Sec. 14. That all courts shall open, and every 
person, for an injury done him in his lands, goods, 
person or reputation, shall have remedy by due 
course of law, and right and justice administered 
without sale, denial or delay. 

Sec. 15. That no power of suspending laws 
shall be exercised except by the Legislature or its 
authority. 

Sec. 16. That excessive baU shaU not be re- Kzcessive 
quired, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel pun- hwL 
ishment inflicted. 

Sec. 17. That all prisoners shall, before con- 
viction, be bailable by sufficient securities, except ^£*^^ 

for capital offences, where tiie proof is evident, or i^ ^ i, 

the presumption great; and the privilege of theoorpu8,io. 
writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, un- 
less, when in a case of rebellion or invasion, the • 
public safety may require it. 

Sec. 18. That the person of a debtor, whenw h e n 
there is not strong presumption of fraud, shall not debtor net 
be detttined in prison after delivering up his estate to. ^ "»- 
for the benefit of his creditors, in such a manner asP"^*^- 
shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 19. No conviction for any offence shall 
work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate ; 
the Legislature shall pass no bill of attainder, ex 
post f ado law, nor law for impairing the oligation 
of contracts. 
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^ Sec. 2. Electors shall, in all cases except in those 

of treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be privi- 
Electors. l^ged from arrest during their attendance on elec- 
tions, and going and returning from the same. 

Sec. 3. The first- elections shall be by ballot, 
and'all future elections by the people shall be regu- 
lated by law. 

Sec. 4. The legislative powers of tliis State shall 
be vested in two distinct branches : the one to be 
styled "the "Senate," the other, "the House of Rep- 
resentatives," and both together "the Legislature of 
the State of Mississippi ;" and the style of their 
laws shall be, "-Be it encbcted by the Legislature of 
the State (f Mississippi. 

Sec. 5. The members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be chosen by the qualified electors, 
and shall serve for the term of two years, from the 
day of the commencement of the general election, 
and no longer. 

Sec. 6. The representatives shall be chosen 
every two years, on the first Monday and day fol- 
lowing in November. 

Sec. 7. No person shall be a representative un- 
less he be a citizen of the Confederate States of 
Qualifier- America, and shall have been an inhabitant of 
tions, this State two years next preceeding his elec- 
tion, and the last year thereof a resident of the 
county, city or town for which he shall be chosen, 
and shall have attained the age of twenty-one years. 
Sec. 8. Elections for representatives for the 
B ledjons several counties shall be held at the placi^ of hold- 
wfaflre to ing their respective courts, or in the several election 
beMd. districts into which the county may bo divided; 
Provided^ that when it shall appear to the legisla- 
ture fliat any city or town has a number of free 
W he n a white inhabitants equal to the ratio then fixed, such 
to wn or city or town shall have a separate repi^entation, 
dty mti- according to the number of free white inhabitants 
tied to Sep Hierein, which shall be retained so long as such city 
"**• "^ or town shall contain a number of See white in- 
Si* habitants equal to the existing ratio, and th€Jreafter, 
and during the existence of the right of separate rep- 
resentation in such city or town, elections for the 
county in which such city or town, entitled to sepa- 
rate representation, is situated, shall not be held in- 
such city or town : And provided, that if the residn- 
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urn or fraction of any city or town, entitled to sepa- 
rate representation, shall, when added to the residu- Residue 
um in the county in which it may lie, be equal to the &c, 
ratio fixed by law for one representative, then the 
aforesaid county, city or town, having the largest 
residuum, shall be entitled to such "representation : 
And provided, also, That when there are two or 
more counties adjoining, which haveresiduujns over. 
and above the ratio then fixed by law ifsuchresi- 
duums, when added together, will amount to such 
ratio, in that case one representative shall be ad- 
ded to that county ha^ng the largest residuum. 

Sec. 9. TheLegislature shall, at their first ses- 
sion, and at periods of not less than every four, nor Enumara- 
moro than every six years, until the year 1845, and tion and 
thereafter at periods of not less than ev^ry four nor appottfam- 
more then every eight yejrs, cause an' enumeration uient 
to be made of all the free white inhabitants of this . . " 
State, and the wholenumber of representatives shall 
at the several periods of makiril such enumeration, 
be fixed by the Legislature and apportioned among 
the several counties, cities or towns entitled to sep- 
arate representation, according to the number of 
free white inhabitants in each, and shall not be less Qf'^^pJJ! 
than thirty-six nor more than one hundred : -P»'w«-sen^^8 
ded, however. That each county shall always be 
entitled to at least one representative. 

Sec. 10. The whole number of senators shall, 
at the several periods of making the enumeration 
before mentioned, be fixed by the Legislature, and 
apportioned among the several districts to beS^^^^tws, 
established by law, according to the number of free *^ 
white inhabitants in each, and shall never be less 
than one-fourth nor more than one-third of the 
whole number of representatives. 

Sec. 11. The senators shall be chosen by the 
qualified electors for four years, and on thMr being Number, 
convened in consequence of the first election, they&a 
shall be divided by lot from their respective dis- 
tricts into two classes, as neai'ly equal as can be, 
and the seats of the senators of the first class shall 
be vacated at the expiration of the second year. 

Sec. 1 2. Such mode of classifying new addition- ^^^ ^^ 
al senators shall be observed as will as nearly as pos- g en a n d 
sible preserve an equality of members in e^ch cilasa. cl 
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; , Sec. 13." Whea a senatorial district shall be 

cbmpiosed of two or more counties, it shall not be 

entirely sepairated by any county belonging to 

another district, and no county shall be divided in 

forming a district. 

Sec'. 1.4. No person shall be a senator unless he 

Q^*»l^<*" be. a citizen of, the Confederate States of America, 

l^^^^^airxd . shall have been an inhabitant of this State for 

* ; fotir years n^t preceding his election, and the last 

year tl)i6reo;f a resident of the district for which he 

ne!. shall be chosen, and have attained the age of 

thirty years. 

1 BiSO. 15. The House of Representatives, when 

: ... ^ aasembleci, shall q^LOose a speaker and its other of- 

[fLt^uot^^^^^'^ ^^'^ the Senate shall chooae a president and 

^^Srase its officers, and each house shall judge of the quali- 

9xA other ficatibns and elections #f its own members, but a 

®®**'*- contested election shall be determined in such man- 

' ner as shall be diricted by law. A majority of each 

house shall constitute a cjuorum to do business, but 

a smaller number may adjourn from day to day^jemd 

mav. compel the attendance of absent members, in 

r ■:: i; . such mannejc and under such penalties as each house 

may provide. 

P6 w era. ^®^- ^^- ^^^'^ house may determine tlie nil^ of 

f e a c h its own proceedings, punish members for disorderly 

house, behavior, and, with the consent of two-thirds, expel 

a member, but not a second time for the samocause; 

and shall have all other powers necessary for a brancli 

y : ... . . of the lerislature of a free and independent State. 

Sec. 17.. Each house shall keep a journal of its 

J mftifl PJ^oceedings, and publisl> the same; and the yeas and 

^f yj^nays of the members of cither house, on any ques- 

and nays.tiou, shall, at the desire of any three members pres- 

. ^t, be entered on the journal. 
. "..'. Sec, 18. When vacancies happen in either 

y^^^. house, the Governor, or the person exercising the 
powers of the Governor, shall issnc.writs of elec- 
tions to fill such vacancies. 

Sec. 19. Senators and Representatives sliall, in 
all cases, except of treason, felony, or breach of the 
peace, l>e privileged from arrest (luring the session 
Privileged of the legislature, and in j^oing to and returning 
fifoii;.ar-ffom the same, allowing one day for every twenty 
'*j^ •**i3[iileBBu6h member may reside from the place at 
^*^^* which the legislature is convened. 
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Sec. 20. Each house may punish, by imprison- 
ment during the session, any person, not a member, 
for disrespectful or disorderly behavior in its pres- 
ence, or for obstructing any of its proceedings: 
Provided, such imprisonment shall not, at any one .. . 

time, exceed forty-eight hours. 

Sec. 21 . The dooris of cacli house shall be open, 
except on such occasions of great emergency as, in 
the opinion of the house, may require secrecy. 

Sec. 22. Neither house shall, without the con- 
sent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, 
nor to any other place than that in which they may. ::•:-. 
be sitting. 

Sec. 23. Bills may originate in either house, and ': 
be amended, altered or rejected by the other, bat lib 
bill shall have the force of a law until, on three sev- 
eral days, it be read in each house, and free discus- 
sion be allowed thereon, unless foui>fifths of the ' >, 
house in which the bill shall be pending may deem ^' .; 
it expedient to dispense with this ride ; and every ;V' . 

bill, having passed both houses,' shall be signed by 
the speaker and president of their respective houses. 

Sec, 24. All bills for raising revenue shall drigi- 
natc in the House of Representatives, but liio Sen- . 
ate may amend or reject them, as other bills. 

Sec. 25. Each member of the legislature shall.. j. 
receive, from the public treasury, a pompensatioufor ^S****? 
his services, which may be increae^ pr diminished ^^^. 
by law, but no increase of compensation" shall take jj^jg^ 
effect during the session at whicn such increase shill 
have been made. ' '. " 

Sec 26. No senator or representative shall, 
during the term for which he shall have been elecllefi, 
nor for one year thereafter, be appointed to amr . 
civil office of profit under the State, which gJ^MemberB 
have been created, or the emoluments of whMBtall ^^ JJ^' 
have been increased during such term, except 8ud[i|^ 
offices as may be filled by elections by tiie people ; 
and no member of either house of the legislature 
shall, after the commencement of the fiupst session of 
the legislature after his election, and during the 
remainder of the term for which he is elected, be 
eligible to any office or place, the appointment to 
wMch mav be made, in whole or in part, by either 
branch of the legislatore. ' '-Mr! 
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''*^* Sec. 27. No judge of any court of law or equity, 

Officers secretary of state, attorney-general, clerk of any 
not eligi- court of record, sheriflF or coUector, or any person 
l^to leg-]ioiding a lucrative office under the laws of the 
*™^'"** Confederate States of America, or of this State, 
shall be eligible to the legislature: Provided'. 
That officers in the militia, to which there is 
attached no annual salary, and the office of the jus- 
tice of the peace, shall not be deemed lucrative. 
Sec. 28. No person who has heretofore, or here- 
Deiaiiltera ^*®^» ^^^ ^ collector or holder of public moneys, 
shall have a seat in either house of the legislature 
until such person shall have accounted for, and paid 
into the treasury, all sums for which he may be 
acco^table. 

Sec- 29. The first election for senators and 

representatives- shall be general throughout the 

First elec- State, and shall be held on the first Monday, and 

tioDiWhen day following, in November, 1833 ; and thereafter 

holden. there shall be biennial elections for senators to fill 

the places of those whose term of service may have 

expired. 

Sec. 30. The first and all future sessions of the 
l^islature shall be held in the town of Jackson, in 

Seat of^® ^^^*y ^^ ^'^^'^^^^^^^ y®^ ■'^^^^- I'™^ 

g^yi4iliQ|i| the first session thereafter, the legislature shall have 
> . "power to desimate, by law, the permanent seat of 
■ government : rrovided, however^ That unless such 
designation be then made by law, the seat of govern- 
ment ehall continue permanently at the town of 
Jackson. The first session shall commence on the 
third Monday in JSTovember, in the year 1833; and 
in every two years thereafter, at such time as may 
be prescribed by law. 

.. sec. 81. The governor, secretary of state, treas- 
urer, auditor of piplic accounts and attorney-g^eral 
shaill reside at uie seat of government. 

ARTICLE IV. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. , 

Sec. 1. The judicial power of the State shall 
J ad idal ^ ^^ted in one high court of errors and appeals, 
power. <^d such other courts of law and equity as are 
iavaAer prorideA for in this constitataon. 
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Sec. 2. The high court of errors and appeals 
shall consist of three judges, any two of whom shall High ot'rt 
form a quorum. The legislature shall divide the of errors 
State into three districts, and the qualified electors *^J^ *P- 
of each district shall elect one of said judges for^®*"* 
the term of six years. 

Sec. 3. The office of one of said judges shall ^*^*«8 
be vacated in two years, and one in four years, ^^^^^j^ 
and one in six years — ^so that, at the expiration of of oflBpe. 
every two years, one of said judges shall be elected, " - ■ 
as aforesaid. ".. V 

Sec. 4. The high court of errors and ^^ppealsj'^^v^^^ 
shall have no jurisdiction but such as j)roperly be-tion. 
longs to a court of errors and appeals. . 

Sec. 5. All vacancies that may occur in said 
court, from death, resignation, or removal^ shall be y^^pnu^jj^ 
^lled by election as aforesaid : Provided, Juywever, 
That if the unexpired term do not exceed one year, 
the vacancy shall be filled by executive appoint- 
ment. 

Sec. 6. No person shall be eligible to the office 
of judge of the high court of errors and appeals, W here 
who shall not have attained, at the time of his elec-holdeft. 
tion, the age of thirty years. 

Sec. 7. The high court of errors and appeals 
shall be held twice in each year, at such place as Firstelec- 
the legislature shall ^ect, until the year eighteen tkm. ■ 
hundred and thirty-six, and afterwards at the seat 
of government of the State. 

Sec. 8. The secretary of state, on receiving all 
the official returns of the first election, shall pro- 
ceed forthwith, in'the presence and with the assis- rp^y^^ ^ f 
tance of two justices of the peace, to determine^ by^jj 
lot, among the three candidates having the highest 
number of votes, which of said judges 'shall setve 
for the term of two years, which slufll serve for the 
term of four years, and which shall serve 'for the 
term of six years ; and, having so detetttiined the 
> same, it shaU be the duty of me Governor to issue 
commissions acccffdingly. 

Sec. 9. No judge shall sit on the trial of any w h e a 
c^use when the parties or either of th^em shall tie juto dis- 
connected with him by affinity or e^nsangninityj.or^^iml, 
when he may be inteweted in the tame, ioiceptlbf 
popmt of the judgo a&d of the pdrt^ 1^ ^ 
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ever a quorum of said court are situated as aforesaid, 
the Governor of the State shall in such case es- 
pecially commission two or more men of law knowl- 
edge, for the determination thereof. 

Sec. 10. The judges of said court shall receive 
for their services a compensation to be fixed by law, 
Salanes. ^hich shall not be dirainislied during their contin- 
uance in office. 
Sec. 11. The judges of the circuit court shall 
Judges of be elected by the qualified electors of each judicial 
circa it district, and hold their offices for the term of four 
^'^""*- years, and reside in their respective districts. 

Sec. 12. No person shall be eligible to the of- 
fice of judge of the circuit court, who shall not at 
Qualifica- the time of his election, Jiave attained the age of 
^^'^ twenty-six years. 

; ^. Sec. 13. The State shall be divided into conve- 
Circuits. Qjent districts, and each district shall contain not 
less tlian three nor more than twelve counties. 
Sec. 14. The circuit courts shall have original 
J urifldio- jurisdiction in all matters, civil and criminal, with- 
tion, Ac in this Sjtate ; but in civil cases only when the princi- 
pal of the sum in controversy exceeds fifty dollars. 
Sec. 15. A circuit court shall be held in each 
county of this State, at least twice in each year ; 
and the judges of said court shall interchange cir- 
Ghaoeezy cnita with each other, in such manner as may bepre- 
coorts. scribed by law, and shall receive for their services 
a compensation to be fixed by law, which shall not 
be diminished during their continuance in office. 

Sec. 16. A separate superior court of chancery 

shall be istablishcKi, with full jurisdiction in all mat- 

Jansdic- ^^ ^^ equity : Provided, however. The legislature 

tion. ^^J gi'^o to the circuit courts of each county equity 

jurisdiction in all cases where the value of the tiling 

or the a;iDount in controversy do6B not exc^d five 

■ hundred dollars ; also, in all cases of divorce, and 

for the foredosure of mortgages. The chancellor 

shall be elected by the qualified electors of the 

whole State, for the term of six years, aiid ghall be 

at least thirty years old at the time of his election. 

.. . -. : : Sec. 17. The style of all process shall be "The 

StatQof Mississippi,'' and all prosecutions shall be 

Stylo ofeanied on iu, the name and- by the authority of 

P*^*^^ 'tTHe Slate of Mississippi," and shall conclude, 

^^agalnst the pealce and dignity of the same." 



'/ ? 



CONfttlTOTlON OP IflBfilSSIFPI. 

Sec. 18. A court of probates shall be estab- 
lished in each county of the State, with jurisdiction P ro bate 
in all matters testamentary, and of administration ^^'^• 
in orphans' business, and tlie allotment of dower, 
in cases of idiocy and lunacy, and of persons nm. 
compos mentis. The' judge of said court shall be Juricdic- 
elected by the qualified electors of the respective ^i^^- 
counties, for the term of two years. 

Sec. 19. The clerk of the high court of errors 
and appeals shall be appointed by the said court, for Clerks, 
the tcrai of four years ; and the clerks of the pro- 
bate and other inferior courts, shall be electea by 
the qualified electors of the respective counties, and 
shall hold their oflSces for the term of two years. 

Sec. 20. The qualified electors of each county 
shall elect five persons, for the term of two years, 
who shall constitute a board of police for each ^^^ ® ^ 
county, a majority of whom may transact business; ^^"^' 
which Ijody shall have full jurisdiction over roadSj 
highways, ferries and bridges, and all other matters 
of county police : and shall order all county elec- 
tions, to fill the vacancies that may occur in the of- 
fices . of their respective counties. The clerk of 
the court of probate shall be the clerk of the board 
of police. 

Sec. 21. No perc^on shall be eligible as a mem- 
ber of said board, who shall not hare resided ^^®oii*lificft- 
year in the county ; but this qualification shall not^^jj 
extend to such new counties as may hereafter be 
established, until one year after their organization ; 
and all vacancies that may occur, in said board ^ 
shall be supplied by election as aforesaid to fill the * •*'"**®^ 
unexpired term. * . ; 

Sec. 22. Tlie judges of all the courts of this ■'.. ; 
State, and also the members of the board of the ^^^5" 
county police, shall in virtue of their oflioes/.becon-*®'®?^ 
servators of the peace, and shall be, by law, vested ^*^' 
with ample powers in this respect. 

Sec. 23. A competent number of justices- of the 
peace dnd (ibiistablcs: shdl be chosen in each county ^o» » *^ 
by the Qualified electors thereof, by districts, who 
shall hold their offices for the term of two years ; - . 
the jurisdiction of justices of the peace shaUbeKin-jJ'^*^^ 
ited to causes in which the principal of the amount p^^i 
in controversy shall not exceed fifty dollars ; in all 
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causesi tried by justices of the peace, the right of 
appeal shall be secured, under such rules and regu- 
kitions as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 24. The le^slature may, from time to time 
establish such other inferior courts as may be deem- 
infenor. ^ necessary, and abolish the same whenever they 
deem it expedient. 
Sec. 25. There shall be an Attorney-General 
Attorney, elected by the qualified electors of the State, and a 
GenenL competent number of district attorneys shall be 
elected by the qualified voters of their respective 
districts ; whose compensation and term of service 
shall be prescribed by law. 
Sec. 26. The legislature shall provide, by law, 
Conto8ted for determining contested elections of judges of the 
electioDB. high court of errors and appeals, of the circuit and 
probate courts, and other officers. 
Sec. 27. The judges of the several courts of 
J a d g cB, ^^^ State, for wilful neglect of duty or other reason- 
how r e- able cause, shall be removed by the governor, on the 
moved, address of two-thirds of both houses of the legisla- 
ture ; the address to be by joint vote of both houses. 
The cause or causes for which such removal shall 
be required, shall be stated at length in such ad- 
dress, and on the journals of each house. The judge 
so intended to be removed, shall be notified and 
admitted to a hearing in his own defense, before 
the vote for sucb address shall pass ; the vote on 
such address shall be taken by the yeas and nays, 
and entered on the journals of each house. 
Sec. 28. Judges of probate, clerks, sheriffs, and 
PSr^ted*' ^^^^ county oflScers, for the wilful neglect of duty, 
indicted. ^^ misdemeanor in oflSce, shall be liable to present- 
ment or indictment by a grand jury, and tnal by a 
petit jury ; and, upon conviction, shall be removed 
from office. 

ARTICLE V. 

BXBCUTTVI! DEPABTICENT. . . 

Sbc. 1. The chief executive power of this State 

CKrre(n6r» shall be vested in a Governor, who shall hold 

-tmm of ]jig Q^ fo|. p^^ y^^^ fi^m the time of his in-. 
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Sec. 2. The Governor shall be elected by the 
qiialified electors of the State. The returns of every H#w elec 
dection for governor shall be sealed up and trans- tad. 
mitted to the seat of government, directed to the 
Secretary of State, -wmo shall deliver them to the 
spwtker of the House of Bepresentatives at the 
next ensuing session of the legislature, during the 
first week of which session the said speaker shall 
open and publish them in the presence of both 
houses of the legislature. The person having the 
highest number of votes shall be Gk)vemor ; but if 
two or more shall be equal, and highest in votes, 
then one of them shall be chosen Governor by the Contested 
joint ballot of bo& houses of the legislature. Con- e 1 e e tbn 
tested election for Gx)vemor shall be determined for Ctor- 
by both houses of the legislature in such manner as •™*'' 
prescribed by law. 

Sec. 3. The Governor shall be at least thirty 
years of aj^e, shall have been a citizen of some 
one of the States composing the Confederate States 
of America, for twenty years, and shall have i^'QuaiifioA. 
ded in this State at least five years next preced-tiona. 
ing the day of his election, and shall not be capar 
bie of holding the oflace more than four years in 
any term of six years. 

Sec. 4. He shall at all times receive for lis ser- q ^ j^p^ 
vices a compensation, which shall not be increased sation. 
or diminished during the term for which he shall be 
elected. Cbnimui* 

Sec. 5. He shall be commander-in-chief of theder-in- 
army and navy of this State, and of the militia, Chief, 
except when they shall be called into the service 
of the Confederate States of America. 

Sec. 6. He may require information, in writing, 
from the officers in the executive department, on 
any subject relating to the duties of their respec- 
tive offices. 

Sec.' 7. He may, in cases of emergency, convene Gorenmr 
the Legislature at the seat of government, oratatocon- 
different place, if that shallhave becoine,since their vene tad. 
last adjournment, dangerous from an enemy or from^djoiyni 
disease ; and in caae of disagreement between tiie JJi* "*'■• 
two houses with respect to the time of adjournment, "*"•• 
acyoum them to sucb time as he shall think proper, 
not beyond the day of the next stated meetixig of 
tiie Lc^gislatare. 
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Sec. 8. He shall, from time to time, give to the 

Duty Qf Legislature information of the state of megoyem- 

GoYemoA ment^ and recommend to their consideration such 

measures as he may deem necessary and expedient. 

Sec. 9. He shall take care that the laws be 

faithfully executed. 

Sec. 10. In. all criminal and penal cases, except 
in tliose of tfeasen and impeachment, he shall have 
/.P^w^^ *^. graJit reprieves and pardons, and remit 
Q^ ^^ fines, and in cases of forfeiture, to stay tlie collec- 
uovernor. ^.j^^ ^^.^ ^^^ ^^^ of the next session of the Legis- 
lature,, and to remit forfeitures by and with the ad- 
vice and cpns^pt of the Senate. In cases of treason, 
; ■ , he shJ^U have pp^ver to grant reprieves by and with 
' ; .. lliestdyicp c^iid. consent of the Senate, but may re- 
. - spite the sentence imtil the end of the next session 
of the Legislature. 
Gommis- ^^^* 1^- ^^ commissions. iihall be in the name 
sions. and by the auiliority of the State of MissiBsippi, be 
sealed with the great, seal, and signed by the Gk)v- 
emor, and be attested by the Secretary of State. 
Seal oi' * fi?c. 12. There shall be a seal of this State, 
the State, which shall be ij^ept by the Governor, and used by 
him officially, and shall be called the Great Seal of 
the Stat« of Mississippi. 
SEa 13. All vacancies not provided for in this 
: Constitation, shall be filled in such maimer as the . 
L^ialature may prescribed 

Sec. 14. The Secretary of State shall be elected 
by the qualified electors of the State, and shall con- 
Wo^ fn office during the term of twoyears^ He shall 
keep a fair r^isterof all the official acts and pro- 
ceedings of the Goyemor, and shall, when requited, 
lay the same, and all papers, minutes and vouchieirs 
relative thereto, before th^ Legislal;ure, and shall 
perToriaother dutiesasmay bereqniredof himbj;law. 
Sec. 15. Every bill which shaU haye passed 
both houses pf.tho Legislature, shall be presented to 
teSS!"^ the Governor : if he approve, he shall sign it, but 
rVi^ttt^'^^*' he shall^retum it, with his objections, to the 
M|lir> :; : houso lu wMch* it shaUhave p^rigiwted, wluch sh^ 
'.=. '.\ isnter the objections at large upon l^eir journals, 
and proceed to iioconsider it : % after such recon- 
sideration, two-t^urds of the bon9e shall a^reo to 
▼«•> paipii^ m^ it M be.i«t| wit4iibeolsQottoDi| to 
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the other house, by which it shall likewise be recon- 
sidered : if approved by two-thirds of that house, it 
shall become a law ; but in such case, fhe vote of 
both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, 
and the names of the members voting for and 
against the bill shall be entered on the journal of 
each house respectively : if any bill shall not be 
returned by the Governor within six days (Sundays 
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, 
the same shall become a law in like manner as if he 
had signed it, unless the Legislature, by their 
adjournment, prevent its return ; in which case it 
shall not become a law. 

Sec. 16. Every order, resolution or vote to 
which the concurrence of both houses mdy be neces- 
sary, except resolutions for the purpose of obtain- ' 
ing the joint action of both houses, and on questions 
of adjournment, shall be presented to the Governor, 
adQ, before it shall take eflfect, be approved by him, 
or, being disapproved, shall bd re-passed by both 
houses, according to the rules and limitations pre- 
scribed in the case of a bill. 

Sec. 17. Whenever the oflSce of Governor shall ^ 
become vacant, by death, resignation, removal firom 
tlfliee^ or otherwise, the president of the Senate ^^^^ ^ 
shall ejteroise the office of Governor until another ^IJJnior 
Governor shall be duly qualified; and in case of yucant 
tbe death, resignation, removal from office, or other ^c. 
disqualification of the president of the Senate, so 
exercising the office of Governor, the speaker of the 
House of Representatives shall exercise the office 
until the president of the Senate shall have been 
cfaoBen ; and when the office of Governor, president 
of the Senate, and speaker of the House, shall be- 
come vacant in the recess of the Senate, the person « ,. . 
acttng as Secretary of State for the time being, 1^" j^jj^ 
shall, by proclamation, convene the Senate, that a^ ^^ 
president may be chosen to exercise the office of 
Governor. 

Sbo. 18. When either the president or speaker . 
' of the House of Representatives shall so exercise 
said office, he shall receive the compensati<}n of tiie 
Goyemor only ; and his duties as president or 
speaker shaU^be suspended, and the Senate or House 
of Representatives, as the case may be, shall fill the 
ikoKDOSj util his duties as Governor shall oeaee. 

■vH-.r 0-18 
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Sec. 19. A sheriff and one or more coroners, a 

treasurer, surveyor and ranger, shall be elected in 

each county, by the qualified electors thereof ; who 

shall hold their offices for two years, unless sooner 

removed j except that the coroner shall hold his 

office until his successor be duly qualified. 

Sec. 20. A State Treasurer and Auditor of 

Treasurer Public Accounts shall be elected by the qualified 

and Audi- electors of the State, who shall hold their offices 

^^' for the term of two years, unless sooner removed. 

MILITIA. 

Section. 1. The Legislature shall provide, by 
Militia. ^^^» ^^^ organizing and disciplinihg the militia of 
this State, in such manner as they may deem expe- 
dient, not incompatible with the Constitution and 
the laws of the Confederate States of America -in 
relation thereto. 

Sec. 2. Commissioned' officers of the militia 
Militia of- (stajQF officers and the officers of volunteer compa- 
fioers. nies excepted.) shall be elected by the persons liable 
to perfoM military duty, and the qualified elflrtors 
' , ■ ' ' within their respective commands, and shell be com- 
■ .;.' ; . missioned by the Governor*- 
^owerp of Sec. 3. The Governor shall have power to call 
^^^r^^lJ forth the militia to execute the laws of the State, to 
mil^^^ suppress insurrection, and to repel invasion. 

ARTICLE VI. 

IMPEACHMENTS. ♦ 

■ ;■ -.\ Section 1. The House of Representatives shall 

* ' ' have the sole power of impeaching. 

Sec. 2. All impeachments shaU be tried by the 

I m peach- Senate : when sitting for that purpose, the senators 

™««i'- shall be on oath or affirmation : no person diall be 

convicted without the concurrence of two-ttdrds of 

the members present. 

Sec' 3. The Governor and all civil officers shall 

be liable to impeachment for any misdemeanor in 

Extent of ^®^® ? but judgment in such cases shall not extend 

eta * further than to removal from office,, and disqualifi- 

cation to bold any office of houoK*, trust, or profit 
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under the State ; but the pai-ty convicted shall 
nevertheless, be subject to indictment, trial and 
punishment, according to law, as in other cases. 

ARTICLE VII. 

GEJj[ERAL PROVISIONS. 

Section I. Members of the Legislature, attor- 
neys and counsellors at law, and all oflScers, execu- Oathofof- 
tive and judicial, before they enter upon the duties fice. 
of their respective offices, shall take the following 
oath or affirmation, to-wit: "I do solemnly swear, (or 
affirm, as the case may be,) that I will support the 
Constitution of the Confederate States of Ameri- 
ca, aSd the Constitution of the State of Mississippi, 
so long as I coi tinue a citizen thereof, and that I 
will faithfully discharge, to the best of my abilities 

the duties of the office of , according to law 

—So help me, God." 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall pass such laws to 
prevent the evil practice of dueling, as they may 
' cteem necessary ; and may require all officers before I>«®lhJ& 
they enter upon the duties of their respective of- 
fices, to take the lollowing oath or affirmation : " I 
do solemnly swear, (or affirm, as the case may be,) 
that I have not been engaged in a duel, by sending 
or accepting a challenge to fight a duel, or by fight- 
ing a duel, since the first day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirtj|r-three, nor will I be so engaged during my 
coutinuanee in office — So help me, God." 

Seo. 3. Treason against the State shall consist 
only in levying war against it, or in adhering to its Treason, 
enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person ' . 

shall be convicted of treason, unless on the testi- 
mony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or his 
own confession, in open court. 

Sac. 4. Every pierson shall be disqualified from 
holding an office or place of honor or profit under Bribery at 
theanttioriiy of this State, who shall be convicted ©^^^w^** 
of having given or offered any bribe to secure his 
election. Laws shall be made to exclude from of- ^}^^l\ 
fice or suffrq-ofe thn^e wb> ?b<!^.l >>erep^ter l:e cr^n* r, /^ ,,i,.^ 
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crimes or misdemeanors. The privilege of the free 
Suffrage, suffrage shall be supported by laws regulating elec- 
tions, and prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all 
undue influences therein, from power, bribery, tu- 
mult, or other improper conduct. 
Sec. 5. No person who denies the being of a 
Atheist ^^^1 or ^ future state of rewards and punishments, 
shall hold any office in the civil department of this 
State. 
When Sec. 6. No laws of a general nature, unless 
laws g otherwise provided for, shall be enforced until Sixty 
into effect days after the passage thereof. 

Sec. 7. No money shall be drawn from the 

Money treasury, but in consequence of an appropriation 

fronTJL^ ^^^^ ^y ^^^ 5 ^0^' ^'^^^^ ^^y appropriation of mraey 

sury. ^^^ ^® support of an army be made for a longer 

term than one year. 

Sec. 8. No money from the treasury shall be 
appropriated to objects of internal improvement, 
unless the bill for that purpose be passed by two- 
thirds of both branches of the Legislature ; and a 
regular statement and account of the receipts oo^' 
expenditures of public moneys shall be pablished 
annually. 

Sec. 9. No law shall ever be passed to raise a 
loan of money upon the credit of the State, or to 
State loan pie^gQ the faiih of the State for the redemption of 
any loan or debt, unless such law be proposed in the 
Senate or House of Representatives, and be agreed 
to by a majority of the members of each house, and 
entered on the journals, with the yeas and -nays 
taken thereon, and be referred to the next succeed- 
ing Legislature, and published for three months pr^ 
vious to the next re^^lar election, in thrcje newspa- 
pers of this State ; and unless a msgority of each, 
branch <^f the Legislature so elect^, alter such 
publication, shall agree to and pass such a U^ ; 
and in such case, the jeas and nays shall be takieii 
and entered on the journals of each house ; Pro- 
videi, that nothing in this section shall be so qosr 
strued as to prevent th^ Legislature from ncgotiatr 
ing a fiorther loan of on^ and a half milUone of dol- 
lars, and vesting the same in stock reserve to the 
State by the^chaiter of the planters' Bank of the 
State of Ki^issippi, 
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And provided further, That the Legislature may 
raise a loan of raon^y and pledge the faith of the 
State for the payment thereof, when required to 
suppress insurrections, repel invasions, or provide 
for the defense of the State. 

Sec. 10. The Legislature shall direct, by law,^ ^a/nst 
in what manner, and in what courts, suits may he fhe^State. 
brought against the State. 

Sec. 11. Absence on business of this State or 
of the Confederate States of America, or on a visit, Citiz'ship. 
or necessary private business, shall not cause a for- 
feiture of citizenship or residence once obtained. 

Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the Legislature Deduction 
to regulate, by law, the cases in wliich deductions ^\^^ s^l*- 
shall be made from salaries of public oflBccrs for "^^* 
neglect of duty in their official capacity, and the 
amount of sucli deduction. 

Sec. 13. No member of Congress nor any 
person holding any office of profit or trust under q J[^2liSd 
the Confederate States, (the office of postmaster f^Q^ of- 
excepted,) or any other State of the Confederacy, flee. 
^-«K, under anv foreign power, shall hold or exercise 
anv o'flfee.of trust or profit under this State. 

Sec. 14. 'Religion, morality and knowledge be- S c h o ols 
inff necessary to good government, the preservation ^^^, «<1^- 
of liberty and the happiness of mankind, schools and <^*^*<^°- 
the means of education shall forever be encour- 
aged in this State. 

Sec. 15. Divorces from the bonds of matrimo- j.. 
ny shall not bo granted but in cases provided for *^^'^**- 
by law, by suit in chancery. 

Sisc. 16. Returns of all elections by the people Eie^ti © n 
shdl be made to the Secretary of State, in such returns, 
manlier as may be prescribed bv law. 

Ssc. 17. No new county shall be established 
by.thel^slature, which shall reduce the county or Countie s , 
coimtieB, or either of them, from which it maj be N«^- 
taken, to lesa contents than five hundred and sixty- 
six BQuare miles ; nor shall any new county belaid 
off of less contents. 

.Sec. 18. The legislature shall have power to 
admit to all the ngnts and privileges of free white . 
citizens of this State all 6uch persons of the Choc- ^"^^^^^ 
taw and Chickasaw tribes of Indians as shall 
choose to remain in tUs State, noon €>\vc^ \Ar»x% ^^ 
C—15 
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the Legislature may from time to time deem 
proper. 

SLA^^:s. 
£ m a nci- 

pation of SECfiON 1. The Legislatm^e shall have no pow- 
now^ma e ^^, ^^ ^^^^ j^^^^ ^^^ ^|^^ emancipation of slaves with- 
out the consent of their owners, unless where the 
slave shall have rendered to the State some distin- 
guished service, in which case the owner shall be 
paid a full equivalent for the slave so emancipated. 
They shall have no power to prevent emigrants to 
this State from bringing witli them such persons as 
are deemed slaves by the laws of any one of the 
United States, so long as any person of the same 
age or description shall be continued in slavery by 
the laws of this State ; Provided^ that such person 
or slave be the bona fide property of such emi- 
Slaves grants ; and provided, also, that laws may be passed 
of "^'*^ea ^^ prohibit the introduction into this State of slaves 
o cnm ^1^^ ^^^ j^^^^ committed high crimes in other 
States. They shall have power to pass laws to 
permit the owners of slaves to emancipate thenu.. 
saving the rights of creditors, and prevention them 
from becoming a public charge.^ They shall have 
full power to oblige the owners' of slaves to treat 
them with humanity, to provide for them necessary 
clothing and provisions, to abstain from all iiyorieB 
to them extending to life or limb, and in case of 
Treatment their neglect or refusal to comply with the direc- 
of slaves, tions of such laws, to have such slave or slaves sold 
for the benefit of the owner or owners. 

Sec. 2. The introduction of slaves into this 

State as merchandize, or for sale, shall be prohib- 

A***^*®^ from and after the first day of May, eighteen 

^"^'**^' hundred and fifty-three; Providedy that the actoal 

settler or settlers shall not be prohibited from imr- 

chasin^ slaves in any other State in this Union 

and bringing them into this State for their own 

individual use, until the year eighteen hundred and 

forty-five. 

Prosccu- Seo. 3. In the prosecution of slaves for. crimes 

tion ofQf which the punishment is not capital, no inqnest 

^^^* by a grand jiuy shall bo necessary ; hut the pro- 

(seedinga in mk cases 3baU \^ i^gnlited by law, 
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MODE OP REVISING THE CONSTITUTION. 

Whenever two-thirds of each branch of the legis- 
lature shall deem any change, alteration or amend- 
ment necessary to this constitution, such proposed < 
cha,nge, alteration or amendment shall be read and ^^°^^^w 
passed by a majority of two-thirds of each house revised, 
respectively on each day for three several days ; 
public notice thereof shall then be given by the 
Secretary of State, at least six monSis preceding 
the next general election, at which the qualified 
electors shall vote directly for or against such 
change, alteration or amendment ; and if it shall 
appear that a majoritv of the qualified electors 
toting for members of the legislature shall have 
voted for the proposed change, alteration or amend- 
ment, then it shall be inserted, by the next succeed- 
ing legislature, as a part of this constitution, and 
not otherwise. 

SCHEDULE. 

N. . §EcnoN I . All rights vested, and all liabilities r j g i^ t g 
incurllMvShall remain the same as if this conslitu- vested, 
tion had nOt been • aldopted. 

Sec. 2. All suits at law or in equity, now pend- 
ing in the several courts of this State, may be 
trwisferred to such courts as may have proper ju- 
risdiction thereof. 

Sec. 3. The Governor, and all officers, civil 
and military, now holding commissions under the 
authority of this State, shall continue to hold and^ceri 
exerdse their respective offices until they shall be*^ 
supersedeid pursuant to the provisions of this con- 
stitation, and until their successors be duly quali- 
fied. 

Sec. 4. All laws now in force in the State, not 
repognant to this Oonstitution, shall continue to 
operate until they shall expire bv their own limita- 
tion, or be altered or repealed by the Legislature. 

Sec. 5. Immediately upon the adoption of this 
constitution, the president of this convention shall 
issae yniiB of electioi^, directed to the sheriflFs of 
the several counties, requiring them toeausean ^ 
electioix to be held onibe first Monday uii^^ 
0— J9 



CONSTITUTION OP MISSISSIPPI. 

following in December next, for members of the 
Legislature, at the respective places of holding 
elections in said counties ; which elections shall be 
conducted in the manner prescribed by the existing 
election laws of the State ; and the members of the 
^ Legislature, thus elected, shall continue in office 
' until the next general election, and shall convene 
at the seat of government on the first Monday in 
January, eighteen hundred and thirtv-three ; and 
shall, at their first session, order an election to be 
held in every county of this State, on the first Mon- 
day of May and day following, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-three, for all state and county officers 
under this constitution, (members of the Legisla- 
ture excepted ;) and the other officers then elected 
shall continue in office until the succeeding general 
election, and after, in the same manner as if the 
election had taken place at the time last aforesaid. 
How lone ^^' Until the first enumeration shall be 

office remade, as directed by this Constitution, the appor- 
first elect- tionment of senators and representatives among 
edtocon- the several districts and counties in this State, 
t i n u e in ghall remain as at present fixed by law. 
^®°^- P. RUTILUS R. PRAY, 

President of the CcmveJ^icn^amd 
Representative from the county fffUarvcock. 
Attest: 

John H. Mallory^ Secretary. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 



SLAVES. 



The Legislature shall have, and are hereby vest- 
ed with power to pass such laws regulating or pro- 
hibiting the introduction of slaves into this State, 
as may be deemed proper and expedient. 

Adopted, February 2d, 1846. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE OONBTITUTION. 
BOARD OP POLICE. 

The qualified electors of each county shall elect 
five persons, by districts, for the term of two years, 
who shall constitute a Board of Police or each 
county, a majority of whom may transact business ; 
which body shall have full jurisdiction over roads, 
Mghways, ferries and bridges, and all otlier matters 
of county policy ; and shall order all county elec- 
tions to fill vacancies that may occur in the offices 
of their respective counties. 

The clerk of the Court of Probate shall be clerk 
of the Boards of County Police. 

Adopted, March 12th, 1852. 

cAiNCERT COURT. 

Chancery Courts, with full jurisdiction in ma1> 
ters of equity, shall be held in each judicial district 
by the circuit judge thereof, at such time and plao^ 
as may be directed by law. The Superior Court 
of Chancery, and the several Vice-Chancery Courts, 
"""^^uihidl continue as now organized, until the first 
l^%t^ pf November, one thousand eight himdrcd 
and fifty-feireq, for the disposition of cosfe now 
depending therein. 'The Eegistature shall provide 
by law for the preservation of the records of the 
said Superior Court of Chancery and of said Vice- 
Chancery Courts, and also for the transfer of all 
causes, that may remain undetermined therein, to 
other courts, for final decision. 
Adopted, February 6th. 1856. 



TBNURI5 OV PUBLIC OFFICERS. 

All public officers in this State, Legislative, Ex- 
ecutive and Judicial, whose terms of office expire 
at tiie general election to be held in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, or at any 
subsequent general election, shall continue to hold 
their offices until the first Monday of Januarv next 
following the expiration of said, terms, and until 
their successors shall be qualified ; Frotnded^ such 
of said officers as are required to give bond for the 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTTrUTION. 

discharge of their duties, sSall give bond and secu- 
rity for the said extended term, as may be provided 
by the Legislature ; and the terms of office of all 
officers chosen at the general election in the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, or at any subse- 
quent general election, shall commence on the first 
Monday of January next, succeeding the election, 
and shall continue for the time now fixed by tiie 
constitution, and until their successors shall be 
qualified. 
Adopted, February 6th, 1856. 

ELECTIONS. 

All general elections by the people of this State 
shall be held on the first if onday in October, and 
be concluded in one day j on thefcfirst Monday in 
October, 1857, and biennially thereafter, an election 
shall be held for representatives in Congress, and 
all State officers and members of the Legisla- 
ture, except for officers and senators entitlSi to 
hold over after November, 1857, who shall con- 
tinue in office until their successors are entitled 
to succeed them therein. The Legislature shall 
conv^e on the first Monday of Novg^aber,-^ 
1857, aBd.J)iennia,^y thereafter, but mj^be espe- 
cially convoked W the GkxEiMHOr at other times. 
The Governor's official term shall commence on the 
third Monday of November, and that of the Secre- 
tary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, State 
Treasurer and Attorney General, on the first Mon- 
day of January next after his and their election ; 
but the Attorney General shall hold his office, as 
heretofore, for the term of four years. On the firsf 
Monday of October, 1858, and biennially thereaf- 
ter, an election shall be held for all county, district, 
judicial and ministerial officers, (except officers who 
may then be entitled to hold over after January, 
1859, or until the time of holding another election;) 
and the official term of all such officers then and 
thereafter elected, shall commence on the first Mon- 
day of Jaauary next after this election ; but all 
such officers elected in 1855, or previously, whose 
official terms, in the absence of this provision. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTIXUTION. 

would expire in November, 1857, shall continue 
in oflSce until the first Monday of January, 1859. 
Adopted, February 2d, 1856. 

AMENDMENTS BY THE STATE CONVENTION. 

Be it ordained and declared, and it is hereby or- 
dained and declared^ That the Legislature shall 
have power to fix the time of holding all elections, 
and may adjust the terms of office to conform to 
any changes hereafter to be made,. and may fix the 
time for the commencement of its biennial sessions. 

Be it ordained and declared, and it is hea^ehy or- 
dained and declared. That if any part of the pres- 
ent Constitution of the State of Mississippi shall 
be in conflict with any ordinance passed by this 
CoBpention, such part of the said Constitution 
shaETbe held to be abrogated and annulled to the 
extent of such conflict, but no farther. 

Adopted, January 26th, 1861. 

WILLIAM S. BARRY, 
President o fhe Comentim. ,n 
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ORDINANCES 



OP THE 



STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 



CHAPTER I. 



"S 



AN ORDINANCE to adopt and ratify the Constitution y^^ 

adopted by the Convention at Montgomery, Alabama. 

N r" 

^ Section. 1. Be it ordained by the pBopk'^of 
Jtfi$ti$sippi in Gonvention assembled, Ai^ it is 
hereby^wiftined by authority: of ^ih«f«me, that the 
Constitution adopteH^'by the Convention at Mont- 
gomery, in the State of Alabama, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
one, for the permanent Federal Government of the 
Confederate States of America, be and the same 
is hereby adopted and ratified by the State of Mis- 
sissippi, acting in its sovereign and independent 
character, and the State of Mississippi hereby ac- 
cedes to and becomes a member of the Confedera- 
cy provided for in said Constitution. 
Adopted, March 29, 1861. 



ORDINANCES OP MISSISSIPPI. 

CHAPTER 11. • 

AN ORDINANCE appointing A. M. Clayton, W. S. Barry, 
J. A. P. Campbell, W. Brooke, W. P. Harris and James 
T. Harrison, representatives or delegates from this State, 
in the Provisional Congress of the Confederate States of 
America. 

Whereas. The Congress contemplated in the res- 
olutions of this Convention, adopted January 
26th, 1861, was not created under the Provision- 
al Constitution of the Confederate States ; Arvd 
WJiereas, it is desirable to conform the action of 
this Convention to the provisions of the said pro- 
visional Constitution ; Therefore, 

Section 1. Be it ordained by tfie people of the 
State of Mississippi in Convention assemoledj That 
A. M. Clayton. W. S. Barry, J. A. P. Campbell, 
W. Brooke, W. P. Harris and Jas. T. Harrison, 
be, and they are hereby appointed representatives 
or delegates from this State, in the Provisional Con 
gress of the Confederate States of America. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained, That this Con- 
tention now proceed to the election of another 

|te or representative from this State to s^ii^" 
Pr^raumal Congress, and that said ele^iwf'be 
conductOTlsy-bftltot.-^^..,.^^^^ ,.^ -^^..^^^ 

Sec. 3. Be it further oraai)r^3^hat we cordially 
approve and endorse the action of our delegates 
at Montgomery. 

Passed Convention, March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER m. 

AN OBDINANCE in relatioifto lands in the State of Mis- 
sissippi belonging to Indian Orphans. 

Section 1. Beit enacted by the people of Mis- 
sissippi in Convention assembled, That all lands 
situate in this State, which by treaty stipulations. 



ORDINANCES OP MISSISSIPPI. 

or otherwise, belongs to Indians, especially those 
lands reserved to the Orphans of the Chickasaw 
or Choctaw tribes of Indians, shall be sold by 
the riffistor and receiver of the Land ofiBce, at the 
city of Jackson, on the same terms, and in the same 
manner they were sold prior to the Ordinance of 
Secession, passed by the Convention of this State, 
on January the 9th, 1861. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordainedy That the pro- 
ceeds of such sales shall be paid by the receiver of 
the land oflBce into the State Treasury, and it shall 
be the duty of the treasurer of the State to keep 
an accurate account of the amounts so received, and 
not appropriate or pay the same upon any demand 
against the State, but safely keep the same until 
legislation is had upon the subject by the legisla- 
ture of the State of Mississippi, or the Congress 
of the Confederate States. 
' Sec. 3. Be it further ordained, That the Con- 
vention of 'the State of Mississippi d(?sire that the 
Congress of the Confederate States shall control 
the funds arising from the sales aforesaid, in trust 
for said Indians, and make such settlement with 
them in relation thereto, and the government of 
the United States of America, as shall be cquitar 
""We. and proper. 

Pa^ed Convention, March 29th. 1861, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

AN ORDINANCE to define the power of the Legislature 
of this State, in relation to the Ordinances and Eesolu- 
tions adopted by this Convention. 
Section 1. Be it ordained by the people of the 
State of Mississippi in Convention assemMed, That 
all the Ordinances and Resolutions adopted by the 
people of this State, assembled in this Convention, 
shall be subject to repeal or modification, by the 
legislature of this State in the same manner as if 
they had been passed by that body, except the fol- 
lowing, to-1^it : "An ordinance entitled an ordi- 
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^ nance to dissolve the union between the State of 
Mississippi, and the other States united with her 
under a compact entitled, "the Constitution of the 
United States of America," adopted, on the 9th 
day of January, A. D. 1861," and "an Ordinance 
entitled, an Ordinance to adopt and ratify the Con- 
stitution, adopted at Montgomery, Alabama, A. D. 
1861, adopted on the 29th day of March, A.D. 1861," 
and an ordinance entitled "an Ordinance to amend 
the Constitution of the State of Mississippi in 
certain particulars, adopted on the 26th day of 
January, A. D, 1861," and also an ordinance en- 
titled "an Ordinance to amend the Constitution of 

%,the State of Mississippi in several particulars," 
adopted on the 30th day of March, A. D. 1861, 
and so much of an ordinance adopted on the 26th 
day of January. A. D. 1861, entitled an ordinance 
to raise means* for the « defense of tlio State, as is 
therein declared to be irrepealablc. 
Adopted March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER V. 

AN ORDINANCE for the relief of certain Counties of this 
State. 

Whereas, It has been brought to the knowledge 
of this Convention that in consequence of the 
protracted and destructive drouth of the last 
summer, there was almost a total failure of the 
grain crop in several . of the counties of this 
State, and the inhabitants of such counties can- 
not provide themselves with necessary supplies 
of food until another crop shall mature : There- 
fore, in order to^flFord the required relief to the 
citizens of tliis State who may be involved in 
this misfortune and destitution.' 
Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the. intople c>f Missis- 
Dutv ttf ^^ ^^ Gmvention assemUed, That the jBoards of 
B^j,^ 5 Police of the several counties in this State, refer- 
P^)IIq0; red to in the foregoing preamble, shall have full 
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power and authori^ to employ any funds beMjjg- 
ing to such counties that may be in said county 
treasuries respectively, in the purchase and pro- 
curement of corn, or such other necessary articles 
of food as the inhabitants of such counties may 
.require, and if the monies so appropriated, shall 
belong to the school, or other trust fund of the 
county, the Board of Police of such county shall 
make provision for the re-payment of the same into 
the county treasury, within the period of three 
years, by a special tax to be levied by such Board 
of Police for that purpose. 

Sec. 2. jBei^/wrtterardaiTiec?, That when there 
are no funds of the county to be used as ^t^ovcQ . 
provided, the Board of Police of any county "^^^y^^xrvJA 
quiring supplies of food as aforesaid, shall have when to 
power and authority to issue county warrants for be issued, 
such an amount as the exigencies of the inhabi- 
tants of such county may render necessary, which 
warrants shall be made payable to the state of 
Mississippi, within one year after the date of the 
same, and shall bear interest at the rate of ten per 
cent, per annum from their date ; and upon de- 
positing such warrant or warrants with the auditor Auditor 
of pubfic accounts of this State, accompanied by a™*y ^® 
written certificate or declaration of the Board of ^^"™°*- 
Police issuing the same, and verified by the oflScial 
seal of such Soard of Police, that such warrant or 
warrants are issued only for the purpose of pro- 
curing food necessary for the relief of the inhabi- 
tants of such county, and that the proceeds thereof 
shall be faithfully so applied, it shall be the duty of 
the audito;* to issue his warrant upon the State treas- 
ury, in favor oi the Board of Police of such coiln- 
ty, for the amount of the county warrants so 
deposited witli him to be paid out of any funds in 
the treasury, not otherwise appropriated; and such 
warrants issued by the auditor of public accounts 
shall be received in the payment of taxes due the 
State, and may be redeemed by the sheriff of any 
county having tax funds in his hands belonging to 
the State, or received in payment of treasury notes 
issued under a former ordinance of this Conven- 
tion : Provided, the auditor shall not issue war- 
rants in favor of the Board of Police, of any one 
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county for an amount exceeding the sum of three 
f^-^^. thousand dollars ($3000) until after the 15th day 
of May next; that each county intended to be re- 
lieved by this ordinance, may obtain the benefit of 
its provisions, nor shall the aggregate amount of 
all the warrants issued by the auditor as herein 
provided, exceed the sum of one hundred thousand 
($100,000) dollars. 
Sec. 3. Be it further ordained, That it shall 
Special ^^ the duty of the Board of Police of each county 
tax how availing itself of the provisions of this ordinance, 
levied. to levy a special tax suflScient to redeem and dis- 
charge the county warrants issued by such Board 
of Police, and deposited with the auditor of public 
accounts, as herein provided; and upon the matu- 
rity of said warrants it shall be the duty of such 
•Board of Police to pay to the auditor the amount 
due thereon, and he shall keep an account of the 
number and description of the county warrants so 
deposited with him and of the monies received by 
him, in redemption thereof, and shall pay over the 
same into the State treasury. 
Adopted March 30, 1801. 

v.. _. .^— 



CHAPTER VI. 
RESOLUTIONS in relation to the Secretary of the Conven- 

tiOD. 

Besdved, That E. P. Russell, Secretary of the 
Convention, be allowed the sum of fifty dollars for 
services rendered, in revisinff and correcting the 
Journals of the Convention, held in January last, 
to be paid for out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, on the warrant of the 
auditor of public accounts. 

Resolved further, That he be allowed three extra 
days after the adjournment of the Convention to 
complete the duties assigned him, and that he be 
allowed the compensation fixed by law, to be paid 
for out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A KESOLUTION authorizing the Auditor of Public Ac- 
counts to issue duplicate warrants to W. T. Huggins and 
Thos. M. Blackwell. 

Resolved J by the Convcntixyti of Mississippi, That 
> the auditor of public accounts be authorized to 
issue duplicate warrants to W. T. Huggins, asses- 
sor of the county of Chickasaw, for a sum not to 

exceed two hundred dollars, issued on the 

day of , 1860, and to Thos. M. Black- 
well, clerk of the Circuit Court* of said county, 
for a sura not to exceed two hundred dollars, issued 

on the day of , 1860, upon their 

entering into bond and security to the State of/ 
'^x.*J4issis8ippi, respectively, in double the amounj^of 
^ saidtUBtts, the bonds to be approved by thaatiffitor 
to secure tt»6tate aga^«fc all* 'Icwscs-ih The prem- 
ises. " 

Adopted March 30^-4860. 



CHAPTER Vm. 

BESOLUTION in relation to the State of Mississippi sub- 
scribing for five hundred copies of the proceedings, debates, 
&c , as published by J. L. Power. 

Besdved, by the people of the State of Missis- 
sippi, in Cmivention assenrned. That the State of 
Mississippi hereby subscribes for five hundred 
copies of the Proceedings, Debates, Ac, of the 
first session of this Convention, as published by 
•J. L. Power: Frovided, That he add thereto the 
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appr^riated, on the warrant of the auditor of '^'^^, ^^ 
public accounts. .--*.-'•< 

Adopted March 29, 1861. 
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pr(^ceedings, ordinances, &c. of this session, and 
the debates in full on the ratification of the Per- 
manent Constitution of the Confederate States of 
America : And provided further, That the cost 
of each volume shall not exceed one dollar and 
fifty cents; and when the said work is published, 
one copy shall be sent to each member of this Con- 
vention, and the balance to be delivered to tlie 
Secretary of State; fifty copies to be preserved in 
his oflBce,. and the balance to be distributed among 
the several courts of this State; and on the certifi- 
cate of the Secretary of the State that the terms 
of this resolution have been complied with, the 
auditor shall issue his warrant in behalf of the 
said J. L. Power. 
Adopted March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER IX. 

BESOLUTION Authorizing the President of the Conven- 
tion to issue Certificates in 6ivor of Samuel Benton^ H. 
W. Walton, James R. Chalmers, and Israel Welsh. 

Besdvedy by the people of Mississippi in Con- 
^f^ion assemUedf That the President of the Goi^'* 
ventfett be and is hereby instructed upoxu^e ina^ 
adjounmtJiSBlr'of **h«u.b44yto jawei^j^rtificates in 
favor of Hons. H. W. "WSRer, Samuel Benton, 
James R. Chalmers, and Israel Welsh, for such 
sums respectively as their mileage and per diem 
during the present called session would amount 
to, they being delegates to this Convention whose 
absence is occasioned by their response to the call 
of the State Executive for volunteer troops to be 
placed at the disposal of the government of the 
Confederate States. 

Adopted March 29, 1861. 



CHAPTER X. 

^ESGLUTIONB in relation to the Mississippi Volunteers. 
Ist. Besdvedf hy the people of Mississippi in 
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Convention assemikd, That the pr(topt response, 
of the gallant Mississippi Volunteers to the call of ' 
the President of the Confederate States, deserves ''* 
the highest commendation of the Convention, 
ajid;^Y^ the strongest assurance of attachment of ' 
^A&people of Mississippi to the common cause. 

2a. Mesdvedy That the Convention deems it 
proper to convey to the volunteers the assurance 
that Mississippi will promptly attach herself to 
the Confederacy to whose standard her citizen 
soldiers are rallying. 

3rd. Besolved, That the President of this Con- 
vention telegraph these resolutions to the. officers 
iniicommand of the volunteers at Mobile, and re- 
quest him to cause them to be read at the heads of 
companies. 

Adopted March 28, 1861. 



CHAPTER XI. 

A BESOLUTION in relation to the publication of the 
Journals and Ordinances of the present cession of the 
Convention. ''^* 

*-...-. :^ 

SesoiveiL by the State of Mi^sissygpi^ Gonven- 
tim assemcka^j'ThsAr^e'ptri^^ an ordinance 

adopted January 26, 1861, for publication of the 
Ordinances and Journals, shall be applied to the 
publication of the Journals and Ordinances of this 
cession. ' . . ■ ■ 

Adopted March 30, 1861. 






CHAPTER XII. 

AN ORDINANCE in reference to the Marine Hospital at 
Vicksburg. ^ 

Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the people </ Missis- 
sippi in Convention assewbledy That the Marine 
Hospital at the City of Vicksburg, be and tUe same 
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same is hereby tendered to the Government of the 
Confederate States, to be applied to the purpose for 
which it was erected, and that the Governor be au- 
thorized to make, or cause to be made su-^tj^^ped of 
transfer and assignment as may be n^t^l^i^k) 
soon as the Government aforesaid shall signify to 
him its acceptance of said building and premises. 
Adopted March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER Xm. 

AN ORDINANCE to provide a Coat of Arms and Flag for 
the Stute of Mississippi. 

Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the people of Missis- 
sippi in Convention (xssemhled, That the Governor 
01 this State be authorized and requested to have 
prepared a Coat of Arms and Flag for this State, 
according to the recommendati6ns of the report 
of the special committee having charge of those 
matters, made to the late session of this body, ex- 
vpept that the design representing the Eagle, the 
n^ of eaglets, and serpent be omitted, and he^ 
shall caiujiq said Goat of Arms to be engraved as 
the seal of this Statt, to bei^«ii.^iH att cases when 
said seal is necessary, but this ordinance shal^not 
render illegal or invalid the use of such seals as 
may be now used by any County or State officer in 
verifying his official act. 

Adopted March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

BESOLTJTION in relation to the Organization of the Per- 
manent Government under the Constitution of the Con- 
federate States. 

JUsdved, by tlve p&opLe of Mississippi in Gon- 
vention assembled, That it is the sense of this 
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Convention that the Government under the Per- 
manent Constitution of the Confederate States 
should be organized and put into operation, at as 
early a period as practicable and consistent with 
the public safety, and that the delegates of this 
State to the Provisional Congress, be requested to 
urge the policy indicated by this resolution upon 
that body. 
Adopted March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER XV. 

/ 

A RESOLUTION in relation to certain Volunteer Com- 
panies therein named. 

Resolved, by t/ie people of the State of Mis- 
sissippi in Convention assembled, That the oflS- 
cers and private soldiery of the following named 
volunteer companies ; Chickasaw Guards, com- 
manded by Capt. Tucker ; Columbus Riflemen, 
commanded by Capt. Baldwin ; Lowndes South- 
rons, commanded by Capt. George Lipscomb^' 
Pmrie Guards, commanded by Capt. J. T./W. 
Hairstetti Noxubee Rifles,, commanded by Capt. 
Weir; Qiiittnam light Infantry, commanded by 
Capt. Duck ; Enterprize Guards, commanded by 
Capt. John W. O'Ferrell ; Lauderdale Rifles, com- 
manded by Capt. Constantino Rea; and Col. C. 
H. Abort, Lieut. W. B. Wade, Major S. P. But- 
ler, Quarter-Master Wm. H. Brown, and Commis- 
sary Charles P. Moreton, be allowed one month's 
p^ at the rate which is now allowed by law for 
officers and private soldiers in active service, for 
their services at Pensacola; and that the captains 
of the above mentioned companies are authorized 
to draw the pay for their respective companies, 
and that the auditor of public accounts issue his 
warrants for the same, payable out of the Military 
Fund. 

Adopted March 25, 1 861 . 
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^ CHAPTER XVI. 

AN" ORDINANCE to authorize the entry and sale of waste 
and unappropriated lands in the State of Mississippi. 

Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the people of the 
State of Mississippi in Convention assembled, That 
so much of the ordinance adopted by this Conven- 
tion on fhe twenty-sixth day of January, A. D. 
1861, suspending the sale and entry of waste and 
unappropriated lands in this State, formerly held 
by the United States, be and the same is hereby 
r^ealed. 

Sec. 2. Be it furt/ier ordained, That the Re- 

1^ , gisters and Receivers of the several Land OfiSces 

ana R^e-^^*^^^ State, be and they are herebj^required and 

ceivers, authorized to perform all the duties relating to the 

duty of. sale and entry of said lands in the name of the State 

of Mississippi, according to the rules and regulations 

^ heretofore existing under the laws of the United 

States, so far as the same is applicable: Provided, 

that this ordinance shall be held to offer said lands 

fo|j.sale and entry witliout any other offer or pro- 

clanfltfion for that purpose; and shall authoi:^^© ' 

the sale aud^ontry of said lands, according. t6 the 

laws, rules and regulations, of t^a JJnited'otates in 

force on January 9th, 1861. 

Sec. 3. Be it further oi^dained, That all re- 
turns And reports of the registers and receivers of 
the Land OfRces in thiskState, required to be made 
by the laws of the United States in force on the 
Of re- ^^^ ^^y ^^ January, 1861, to any office, bureau, or 
turns, department of 'the governments of said United 
States, shall hereafter be made by them to the 
Secretary of State of the State of Mississippi. 

Sec. 4. Be it furtlier ordained, That the regis- 
ters and receivers of said land offices shall imme- 
diately, before they shall be authorized to act un- 
Bondder this ordinance, execute a bond with sufficient 
required, security, in a penalty of $ , to be approved 

by the Governor, payable to the State of Missis- 
sippi, conditioned that they will faithfully dis- 
charge all their duties according to law, and pay 
over all monies that may come to their hands, by 
, virtue of their offices, to the treasury of the State 
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of Mississippi, at such times as shall be required • 
by law. 

Sec. 5. Bt it further ordained j That it j^hall 
be the duty of the receivers of said land oflSces to M^S^ 
pay over all monies that may come to their hands, when paid 
by virtue of their said offices, to the State Treas- over, 
urer of the State of Mississippi, quarfej^ly, on the 
first day of January, April, July, and October in 
each year. 

Sec. 6. Be it further ordained, That all live 
oak timber upon the aforesaid lands, be and the j^. q^ 
same are hereby reserved from sale, and all such tim^esr 
timber is hereby donated 4nd appropriated to the 
Government of the Confederate States of Amer- 
ica, for the purpose of ship-building, and said Gov- 
ernment is hereby authorized and empowered to 
enter on any of said lands, and cut and 'carry off 
said timber, either before or after the sale of said 
lands. 

Sec. 7. Be it fwrther ordained, That this ordi- 
nance shall not go into effect until the Constitution 
of the Confederate States of America shall be rat- 
ified by this State, and at least four other States; 
and this ordinance shall also be subject to repeal, 
alteration or amendment, by the L^slature. 

Sbc. 8. Be it furtlier ordained, That it 'shall be 
lawful 'for any person who was a tJitizen of the 
State of Mississippi, on. the 9th day of January, U.S.W»r- 
1861, and who was at that time the bona fiaef^^y 
holder in his own right of any land warrants is- 
sued by the Government of the United States, to 
use such land warrants in the ei^ry of any of said 
lands, in the same manner that met land wieirrants 
were then subject to bo used, in the entry of such 
lands, unda: the laws of the United States then in 
force : Provided, That before any such land war- 
rants shall be used in the entry of said lands, the 
holder and owner thereof shall be required to file 
with the receiver of the land office when such war- 
rant is proposed to be used, an affidavit that he or 
she was on the 9th day of January, 1861, the bona 
fide holder and owner in his own right of such 
land warrant. 

Sec. 9. Be it further ordained, That any citi- 
zen pf this State to whom aojr such land wajrraats 
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^*V-^^ have been issued since the 9th day of January, 
" '" ' '"^ 18ffl, may use such warrants in the entry of lands 
as provided for in last section, by making and 
filing affidavit as therein required that he or she 
was at the time of issuing the same a citizen of 
this State: 

Sec. 10. Be it further ordained^ That in case 
any vacancy shall occur in any of said offices of 
register or receiver, the same shall be filled b)- 
Of ya- appointment of the Governor, by and with the con- 
canciefi. gent of the Senate, if the Senate be in session, and 
if not in session, then the said appointment shall 
not extend beyond the expiration of the next suc- 
ceeding session of the Senate, unless confirmed by 
that body. 
Adopted March 28, 1861. 



CHAPTER XVn. 

AIsT OEDINANCE to revise and amend the law in relation 
to Foreign Insurance Companies. 

Sec. 1. Beit ordamed by the people of ' Missis- 
sippi in Convention assembled, That the law in 
relation to Foreign Insurance Companies as found 
on page 303 of the Revised Code of the State of 
Mississippi, section 11, is hereby continued in force, 
and that the 58th article of said law be amended 
as follows, to #it : It shall be unlawful for any 
agent of any Insurance Company incorporated by 
any foreign government or State, other than one 
of the Confederate States of America, to transact 
business of Insurance in this State, without first 
obtaining a certificate from.. the auditor of public 
accounts, such agent having first filed in the office 
of said auditor, a statement under the oath of the 
Secretary, or President of such Company, setting 
forth the charter or act of Incorporation of the 
Company, for which he or they may act, and the 
matters required to be specified by tiie preceding 
axtide of said law, and the authority therein men- 
tioned, and tonisMng evidence to tlie satisfoction 
of the auditor, that such Company is possessed of 
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at least one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in 
actual capital paid up and invested in stocks of at 
least par value, or in bonds and mortgages of real 
estate, with double the amount for whicSi the same 
is mortgaged or in actual cash; and upon filing of 
the aforesaid statement and instrument with the 
auditor under the oath of the Secretary or Presi- 
dent, and furnishing him with certificates or other 
satisfactory evidence of such investment as afore- 
said, it shall be the duty of said auditor to issue a 
certificate thereof, with authority to agents to 
transact business of Insurance in this State, to be 
governed in all other respects as under the provis- 
ions of the law to which this is an amendment. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained, That the law 
which this ordinance revives and amends, may 
hereafter at any time be altered, changed or abol- 
ished by the Legislature. 

Sec. 3. Beit further ordained, That this ordi- 
nance and the act to which this is an amendment, 
shall not be so construed as to apply to Life Insur- 
ance Companies. 

Sec. 4. Be it further ordained, That this ordi- 
nance shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage. 

Adopted* March 27. 1061. 



CHAPTER XVm. . 

AN ORDINANCE to provide for the appointment of eUcton 
for President and Vice President of the Oonfoderate States 
of America.' 

Skthon 1. Beit ordained by the peopU of the 
State of Mississippi, in Conveiition assemlUd^ That 
whenever an election for President and Vice Presh 
ident of the Confederate States of America, shall 
be provided for by law, the Governor of this State, 
be, and he is hereby authorized and required to 
issue writs of election for nine electors, to be cho- 
pexx by the qu^^lified yotersi pf this State at the time 
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designated by law, who when elected, shall cast the 
vote of this State for such President and Vice Pres- 
ident of the Confederate States of America. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordaimd^ That said elec- 
tion shall be conducted in all things according to 
the laws now in force in regard to elections. 

Passed Convention, March 30th, 1861. 



CHAPTER XIX 

AN ORDINANCE to alter and modify the Ordinance, 
entitled, "An Ordinance concerning the jurisdiction and 
property of the United States of America, in the State 
of iiississippi." 

The people of Mississippi in Convention asserti- 
bled, do ordain and declare as follows : 

Sec. 1. That so much of the Ordinance of this 
Convention, entitled, an Ordinance concerning the 
jurisdiction and property of the United States of 
America, passed, January 17th, 1861, as vests the 
title to fortifications, light houses^ hospitals and 
custom houses in the State of Mississippi, be so far 
altered qnd modified as to vest the same in the 
Confederate States of America. 

Sec. 2. That the third and fourth sections of said 
Ordinance, be and the same are so far modified and 
altered as not to conflict with the act of Congress 
of the Confederate States oi'ganizing the judicial 
com^tSuOf the Confederate States, or with the Con 
stitution thereof. 

Adopted, March 30th, 1861. 



"7 f ry 



CHAPTER XX. , 

AK OKBIITAKCE making certain appropriations thenm 
named. 

Section 1. Be it ordained hy the pecmle of the 
State of Mississippi, in Convention assemohd^^ That 
the Auditor of Public Accounts Bliallmxi^Vi&^^x- 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

AN ORDINANCE supplemental to an Ordinance, enti- 
tled} an Ordinance to raise means for the defense of the 
State," adopted the 26th day of January, A. D. 1861. 

The people of the State of Mississippi in Con- 
vention assembled^ do declare and ordain as follows, 
to-wit : 

Section 1. That the Auditor of Public Accounts 
shall in settling with the tax collectors of such 
counties whose boards of police shall have caused 
any surplus of money in their respective county 
treasuries to be paid to the proper tax collector in 
or towards the discharge of the tax of fifty per 
centum, levied by said Ordinance, as authorized in 
the last proviso in the first section of said Ordi- 
nance, allow to said tax collectors for the insolven- 
cies which may be allowed in the regular State tax; 
and, also, such commissions for the benefit of the 
counties respectively, as would have been allowed 
to said tax collectors, had they collected the said 
tax of fifty per centum from the people, so that 
such counties shall only paj into the State Treas- 
ury, on account of the Militiyry fund, the amount 
that they would have respectively paid iiad the 
said Boards of Police not paid the same out of the 
county treasuries. 

Sec. 2. That this Ordinance take efifect from 
and after its adoption. 

Passed Convention, March 29th/ 1861. ^ 
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rant on the State Treasury for the following ac- 
counts, to be paid out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, which shall be in 
full of said accounts, to-wit : To E. Barksdale, for 
furnishing daily Mississippian and printing, the 
sum of one hundred and thirty-eight dollars, 
($138 00 ;) To C. R. Dickson, post master, for 
postage, the sum of seven dollars and ten cents, 
($7 10 ;) To Samuel Pool, for ice, candles, sand, 
paste, &c., furnished the Conviention, the sum of 
twenty-eight dollars, ($28 00 ;) To boy Jeffrey, for 
six day's attendance on Convention, the sum of 
twelve dollars, ($12 00 ;) To L. Julienne, for sta- 
tionery, the sum of eighteen dollars and twenty- 
fivd cents, ($18*25 ;) To John J. Pettus, Governor 
of the State, the sum of five thousand dollars, 
($5,000,) to supply deficiency in defraying the ex- 
penses incident to the concentration of Mississippi 
forces at Pensacola, during the month of January, 
1861 ; To the South Western Telegraph Compa- 
ny, David Plannery, agent, the sum of eighteen 
dollars and seventy-five cents, ($18 75) amount due 
for telegraphing under direction of the Con- 
vention ; to Samuel Pool, for extra services as 
door keeper, the sum of twelve dollars, ($12 00.) 
Adopted, March 30th, 1861. 



CHAPTER XXn. 

AN ORDINANCE to authorize the Grovernor of the 
State of Mississippi to transfer Volunteers to the sernce 
of the Confederate States. 

Section I. Be it ordained hj the People of the 
State of Mississippi in Convention assembled^ That 
when the State or Mississippi shall be called on for 
troops by the President of the Confederate States, 
he is hereby authorized to order into the service of 
said Conf©\^ertirv no v^^y^v of ^}i(> p?tc?. VA!rr.t??ri! 
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heretofore enlisted, or who may be hereafter enlist- 
ed under "an Ordinance to regulate the Military 
System of the State of Mississippi," adopted, Janu- 
ary 23d, 1861, as may be necessary to answer such 
requisition. Provided^ That the period of such 
service shall not exceed the period of their orig- 
inal enlistment, and that tlie Governor shall de- 
termine the priority of the right of companies, to 
be ordered into service, by the priority of their 
completeness of organization. 

W. S. BARRY, 
. President of the Convention. 
Passed Convention, March 30th, 1861. 
B. P. Russell, Secretary. 
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